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PREFACE

THE country that has no national heroes whose
deeds should be found emblazoned on her annals,
that can boast no men whose lives and conduct can
be held up as examples of what loyalty, valor, and
courage should be, that country has no patriotism,
no heart, no soul.

If it be wrong to tell of a glorious past, for fear of
keeping alive an animosity that should have perished
with time, there have been many offenders; and the
author of the following pages thus writes himself
~ down as one of them. Truly, if pride in the past
be a safeguard for the future in forming a national
spirit, America should rejoice.

There exists no Englishman to-day whose heart
is not moved at the word «Trafalgar,” or whose
feelings are not stirred by the sentence “ England
expects every man to do his duty.” The slight, one-
armed figure of Admiral Nelson has been before the
Briton’s eyes as boy and man, surrounded always
with the glamour that will never cease to enshroud
a nation’s hero. Has it kept alive a feeling of ani-
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mosity against France to dwell on such a man as
this, and to keep his deeds alive? So it may be.
But no Englishman would hide the cause in order
to lose the supposed effect of it.

In searching the history of our own country, when
it stood together as a united nation, waging just war,
we find England, our mother country, whose lan-
guage we speak, arrayed against us. But, on ac-
count of this bond of birth and language, should we
cease to tell about the deeds of those men who freed
us from her grasp and oppressions, and made us
what we are? I trust not. May our navy glory in
its record, no matter the consequences! May our
youth grow up with the lives of these men—our
Yankee commanders—before them, and may they
profit by their exafmples!

This should not inculcate a hatred for a former
foe. It should only serve to build up that national
esprit de corps without which no country ever stood

up for its rights and willed to fight for them. May
the sons of our new citizens, whose fathers have

served kings, perhaps, and come from other coun-
tries, grow up with a pride in America’s own na-
tional history! How can this be given them unless
they read of it in books or gain it from teaching?
But it is not the intention to instruct that has
caused the author to compile and collate the ma-
terial used in the following pages. He has been
influenced by his own feelings, that are shared by
the many thousands of the descendants of “the men
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who fought.” It has been his pleasure, and this
alone is his excuse.

Mr. Carlton T. Chapman, whose spirited paint-
ings are reproduced to illustrate this volume, has
caught the atmosphere of action, and has given us
back the old days in a way that makes us feel them.
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INTRODUCTION

——————————————

To study the condition of affairs that led up to
the declaration of the second war against Great
Britain we have but to turn to the sea. Although
England, it must be confessed, had plenty of fight-
“ing on her hands and troubles enough at home, she
had not forgotten the chagrin and disappointments
caused by the loss of the American colonies through
a mistaken enforcement of high-handedness. And
it was this same tendency that brought to her
vaunted and successful navy as great an overthrow
as their arms had received on land some thirty-seven
years previously.

The impressment of American seamen into the
English service had been continued despite remon-
strances from our government, until the hatred for
the sight of the cross of St. George that stirred the
hearts of Yankee sailormen had passed all bounds.
America under these conditions developed a type of
patriot seafarer, and this fact may account for his
manners under fire and his courage in all circum-
stances.

The United States was an outboard country, so
I
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to speak. We had no great interstate traffic, no
huge, developed West to draw upon, to exchange
and barter with. Our people thronged the sea-coast,
and vessels made of American pine and live-oak
were manned by Americarn men. They had sought
their calling by choice, and not by compulsion.
They had not been driven from crowded cities be-
cause they could not live there. They had not been
taken from peaceful homes and wives and children
by press-gangs, as was the English custom, to slave
on board the great vessels that Great Britain kept
afloat by such means, and such alone. But of his
own free-will the Yankee sailor sought the sea, and of
his own free-will he served his country. It would be
useless to deny that the greater liberty, the higher
pay, the large chance for reward, tempted many for-
eigners and many ex-servants of the king to cast
their lot with us. DBut when we think that there
were kept unwillingly on English vessels of war al-
most as many American seamen as were giving vol-
untary service to their country in our little navy, we
can see on which side the great proportion lies.

It 1s easy to see that the American mind was a
pent furnace. It only needed a few more evidences
of England’s injustice and contempt to make the
press and public speech roar with hatred and cry
out for revenge. So when in June, 1812, war was
declared against Great Britain, it was hailed with
approbation and delight. But shots had been ex-
changed before this, and there were men who knew
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the value of seamanship, recognized the fact that
every shot must tell, that every man must be ready,
and that to the navy the country looked; for the
1dea of a great invasion by England was scouted. It
was a war for the rights of sailors, the freedom of
the high-seas, and the grand and never thread-worn
principles of liberty.

So wide-spread had been the patriotism of our
citizens during the revolutionary war that our only
frigates, except those made up of aged merchant-
vessels, had been built by private subscription; but
now the government was awake, alert, and able.

To take just a glance at the condition of affairs
that led up to this is of great interest.

So far back as the year 1798 the impositions of
Great Britain upon our merchantmen are on record,
and on November 16th of that year they culminated
in a deliberate outrage and insult to our flag.

The U. S. ship of war Baltimore, of 20 guns, was
overhauled by a British squadron, and five Amer-
ican seamen were impressed from the crew. At this
time we were engaged in the quasi-war with France,
during which the Constellation, under Captain Trux-
- ton, captured the French frigate L’7nsurgent, of
54 guns. On February 1st, 1800, a year after the
first action, the same vessel, under the same com-
mander, captured La Vengeance, of 54 guns. On
October 12th of the same year the U. S. frigate
Bostorn captured the French corvette Le Bercean.
Minor actions between the French privateers and
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our merchantmen occurred constantly. We lost but
one of our national vessels, however—the schooner
Retaliation, captured by two French frigates.

England was protecting the Barbary pirates in
the Mediterranean at this time, in order to keep out
competitive commerce —a fine bit of business!
Europe and America bought immunity.

On June 1oth, 1801, war was declared, however, by
the Bashaw of Tripoli against the United States,
because we failed to accede to his demands for
larger tribute, and a brief summary of the conduct of
this war will show plainly that here our officers had
chances to distinguish themselves, and the American
seamen won distinction in foreign waters.

Captain Bainbridge, in command of the frigate
Philadelphia, late in August, 1803, captured off the
Cape de Gatt a Moorish cruiser, and retook her
prize, an American brig. About two months later
the Philadelp/iia, in chase of one of the corsairs, ran
on a reef of rocks under the guns of a battery, and
after four hours’ action Bainbridge was compelled
to strike his flag to the Tripolitans. For months,
now, it was the single aim of the American squad-
ron under Preble to destroy the Philadelphia, in
order to prevent her being used against the United
States, and on February 15th, 1804, this was success-
fully accomplished by Lieutenant Stephen Decatur
and seventy volunteers, who entered the harbor on
the ketch /ntrepid, set fire to the Philadelplia, and

escaped.
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All through August Preble’s squadron hovered
about the harbor of Tripoli, and bombarded the
town on four separate occasions. On June 3d,
1805, he arranged a peace with the Tripolitans, and
two days later Bainbridge and the American pris-
oners were liberated. But the bashaw could not
control the piratical cruisers who made his harbor a
rendezvous, and in September hostilities were again
commenced, during which occurred the sad acci-
dent, the premature blowing up of the fire ship /7-
treprd, by which the navy lost Captain Richard
Somers, one of its bravest officers, two lieutenants,
and ten seamen.

But to return to the relations existing between
America and England. A crisis was fast approach-
ing. Off the shore of Maryland on June 22d, 1807,
the crowning outrage attending England’s self-
assumed “right of search” took place, when the
British sloop of war Leopard, 50 guns, fired upon the
Chesapeake, 36 guns, which vessel, under command
of Captain Barron, had just shipped a green crew,
. and could return, owing to her unprepared con-
dition, but one shot to the Englishman’s broadside.
Barron hauled down his flag, and had to allow
himself to be searched by the orders of Captain
Humphries, commander of the Leopard, and four
American-born seamen were taken out of his crew
and sent on board the Englishman. It was claimed
by Captain Humphries that three of these men were
deserters from the British frigate Melampus. Al-
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though the Clesapeake had hauled down her flag
and surrendered, the Leopard paid no attention to
this, and sailed away, leaving Barron with three men
killed and eighteen wounded, and his ship badly
damaged in hull, spars, and rigging. Barron was
censured by a court of inquiry and suspended from
his command. Looking at this sentence dispas-
sionately, it was most unjust.

But the indignation that was felt throughout the
country over this affair wrought the temper of the
people to a fever-heat. Congress passed resolutions,
and the President of the United States issued a
proclamation, forbidding all British armed vessels
from entering the ports of the United States, and
prohibiting all inhabitants of the United States
from furnishing them with supplies of any descrip-
tion.

Great Britain’s disavowal of the act of Admiral
Berkeley (under whose command Captain Hum-
phries had acted) was lukewarm, and the Admiral’s
trial was something of a farce, and gave little satis-
faction to America. /

Napoleon at about this time had begun his sense-
less closing of French ports to American vessels,
and once more the French cruisers apparently con-
~sidered all Yankee craft their proper prey. They
would interrupt and take from them stores, water,
or whatever they considered necessary, without re-
muneration or apology. As the English were taking
our seamen and showing absolute contempt for our
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flag wherever found, the condition of our merchant
marine was most precarious. No vessel felt secure
upon the high seas, and yet the English merchant
ships continued to ply their trade with us.

On May 1st, 1810, all French and English vessels
of any description were prohibited from entering
the ports of the United States. On June 24th of
this year the British sloop of war Moselle fired at the
U. S. brig Vixen, off the Bahamas, but fortunately
did no damage. Another blow to American com-
merce just at this period was the closing of the ports
of Prussia to American products and ships. Butan
event which took place on May 16th, 1811, had an
unexpected termination that turned all eyes to Eng-
land. The British frigate Guwerriere was one of a
fleet of English vessels hanging about our coasts,
and cruising mainly along the New Jersey and Long
Island shores. Commodore Rodgers was proceed-
ing from Annapolis to New York in the President,
44 guns, when the news was brought to him by a
coasting vessel that a young man, a native of New
Jersey, had been taken from an American brig in
the vicinity of Sandy Hook, and had been carried
off by a frigate supposed to be the Guerriere. On
the 16th, about noon, Rodgers discovered a sail
standing towards him. She was made out to be a
man-of-war, and concluding that she was the Guer-
riéve, the commodore resolved to speak to her, and,
to quote from a contemporary, “ he hoped he might
prevail upon her commander to release the im-
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pressed young man” (what arguments he intended
to use are not stated). But no sooner had the
stranger perceived the President, whose colors were
flying, than she wore and stood to the southward.
Rodgers took after her, and by evening was close
enough to make out that she was beyond all doubt
an English ship. But owing to the dusk and thick
weather it was impossible to count her broadside, or
to make out distinctly what was the character of the
flag that at this late hour she had hoisted at her
peak. So he determined to lay his vessel alongside
of her within speaking distance, and find out some-
thing definite. The strange sail apparently wished
to avoid this if possible, and tacked and manceuvred
incessantly in efforts to escape. At twenty minutes
past eight the President, being a little forward of
the weather beam of the chase, and within a hun-
dred yards of her, Rodgers called through his trum-
pet with the usual hail, “ What ship is that?” No
answer was given, but the question-was repeated
from the other vessel in turn. Rodgers did not an-
swer, and hailed again. To his intense surprise a
shot was fired into the President, and this was the
only response. A great deal of controversy resulted
from the subsequent happenings. The English
deny having fired the first gun, and assert that
Rodgers was the offender, as a gun was discharged
(without orders) from the American vessel almost at
the same moment. Now a brisk action commenced
with broadsides and musketry. But the commo-
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dore, noticing that he was having to deal with a
very inferior force, ceased firing, after about ten
minutes of exchanging shots. He was premature
in this, however, as the other vessel immediately re-
newed her fire, and the foremast of the President
was badly injured by two thirty-two-pound shot. By
this time the wind had blown up fresh, and there
was a heavy sea; but notwithstanding this fact and
the growing darkness, a well-directed broadside from
the President silenced the other’s fire completely.
Rodgers approached again,and to his hail this time
there was given some reply. Owing to his being to
windward, he did not catch the words, although he
understood from them that his antagonist was a
British ship. All night long Rodgers lay hove to
under the lee of the stranger, displaying lights, and
ready at any moment to respond to any call for as-
sistance, as it had been perceived that the smaller
vessel was badly crippled.

At daylight the President bore down to within
speaking distance and an easy sail, and Rodgers sent
out his first cutter, under command of Lieutenant
Creighton, to learn the name of the ship and her
commander, and with instructions to ascertain what
damage she had received, and to “regret the neces-
sity which had led to such an unhappy result.”
Lieutenant Creighton returned with the informa-
tion that the British captain declined accepting any
assistance, and that the vessel was His Britannic
Majesty’s sloop of war Lzftle Belt, 18 guns. She had
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nine men killed and twenty-two wounded. No one
was killed on board the President, and only a cabin-
boy had been wounded in the arm by a splinter.
The account given to his government by Captain
Bingham, of the Lzttle Belt, gives the lie direct to
the sworn statement of the affair, confirmed by all
the officers and crew of the President, an account,
by-the-way, thatafter a long and minute investigation -
was sustained by the American courts. It was now
past doubting that open war would shortly follow
between this country and England. Preparations
immediately began in every large city to outfit pri-
vateers, and the navy-yards rang with hammers, and
the recruiting officers were besieged by hordes of
sailormen anxious to serve a gun and seek revenge.
Owing to circumstances, the year of 1812, that
gave the name to the war of the next three years,
found the country in a peculiar condition. Under
the “gunboat system ” of Mr. Jefferson, who believed
in harbor protection, and trusted to escape war, an
act had been passed in 1805 which almost threat-
ened annihilation of a practical navy. The construc-
tion of twenty-five gunboats authorized by this bill
had been followed, from time to time, by the build-
ing of more of them under the mistaken idea that
this policy was a national safeguard. They would
have been of great use as a branch of coast fortifica-
tion at that time, it may be true, but they were abso-
lutely of no account in the prosecution of a war at
sea. Up to the year 1811 in the neighborhood of
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two hundred of these miserable vessels had been con-
structed, and they lay about the harbors in various
conditions of uselessness.

From an official statement it appears that there
were but three first-class frigates in our navy, and
that but five vessels of any description were in con-
dition to go to sea. They were the President, 44
guns; the United States, 44 guns; the Constitution,
44 guns; the Lssex, 32 guns; and the Congress, 36
guns. Allof our sea-going craft taken together were
but ten in number, and seven of these were of the
second class and of inferior armament. There was
not a single ship that did not need extensive repairs,
and two of the smaller frigates, the New YorZ and
the Boston, were condemned upon examination. The
navy was in a deplorable state, and no money forth-
coming.

But the session of Congress known as the “war
session” altered this state of affairs, and in the act
of March 13th, 1812, we find the repudiation of the
gunboat policy, and the ridiculous error advanced,
to our shame be it said, by some members of Con-
gress, that “in creating a navy we are only building
ships for Great Britain,” was cast aside. Not only
did the act provide for putting the frigates into com-
mission and preparing them for actual service, but
two hundred thousand dollars per annum was ap-
propriated for three years for ship timber. The
gunboats were laid up “for the good of the public
service,” and disappeared. Up to this period all the

&
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acts of Congress in favor of the navy had been but
to make hasty preparations of a few vessels of war
to meet the pressure of some emergency, but no per-
manent footing had been established. The conduct
and the result of the war with Tripoli had not been
such as to make the American navy popular, despite
the individual brave deeds that had taken place
and the respect for the flag that had been enforced
abroad. DBut the formation of a “naval committee”
was a step in the right direction. There was a crisis
to be met, the country was awake to the necessity,
and the feelings of patriotism had aroused the author-
ities to a pitch of action. Many men, the ablest in
the country, were forced into public life from their
retirement, and a combination was presented in the
House of Representatives and in the Senate that
promised well for the conduct of affairs. The Re-
publican party saw that there was no more sense
in the system of restriction, and that the only
way to redress the wrongs of our sailors was by
war.

Langdon Cheves was appointed chairman of this
Committee of Naval Affairs of the Twelfth Congress,
and took hold of the work assigned to him with en-
ergy and judgment. There was some slight oppo-
sition given by people who doubted our power and
resources to wage war successfully against Great Brit-
ain, but this opposition was overwhelmed completely
at the outset. The report of the naval committee
shows that the naval establishments of other coun-
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tries had been carefully looked into, and experienced
and intelligent officers had been called upon for as-
sistance; that the needs and resources of the coun-
try had been accurately determined, and the result
was that the committee expressed the opinion ¢ #za#
1t was the true policy of the United States to build up
a navy establishment as the cheapest, the safest, and the
best protection fo their seacoast and to their commerce,
and that such an establishment was inseparably con-
nected with the futurve prosperety, safety, and glovy of
the country.”

The bill which was introduced and drafted by the
committee recommended that the force to be cre-
ated should consist of frigates and sloops of war to
be built at once,and that those already in commis-
sion be overhauled and refitted. To quote from the
first bill for the increase of the navy, communicated
to the House of Representatives September 17%th,
1811 (which antedated the final act of March 13th,
1812), Mr. Cheves says for the committee: “We beg
leave to recommend that all the vessels of war of the
United States not now in service, which are worthy
of repair, be immediately repaired, fitted out, and put
into actual service; that ten additional frigates, aver-
aging 38 guns, be built; that a competent sum of
money be appropriated for the purchase of a stock
of timber, and that a dock for repairing the vessels
of war of the United States be established in some
central and convenient place.” There was no dock
in the country at this date, and vessels had to be
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“hove down” to repair their hulls—an expensive
and lengthy process.

A large number of experiments had also been
made during this year in reference to the practi-
cal use of the torpedo. They were conducted in
the city and harbor of New York, under the super-
vision of Oliver Walcott, John Kent, Cadwallader
B. Colden, John Garnet, and Jonathan Williams,
Suggestions were also made for the defence of
vessels threatened by torpedo attack in much the
same method that is employed to this date—by nets
and booms. Mr. Colden says in a letter addressed
to Paul Hamilton, Secretary of the Navy, in refer-
ence to the experiments with Mr. Fulton’s torpedoes,
“ I cannot but think that if the dread of torpedoes
were to produce no other effect than to induce
every hostile vessel of war which enters our ports
to protect herself in a way in which the A7gus {the
vessel experimented with) was protected, torpedoes
will be no inconsiderable auxiliaries in the defence
of our harbors.” Strange to say, a boom torpedo
rigged to the end of a boom attached to the prow of
a cutter propelled by oars was tried, and is to this
day adopted in our service, in connection with fast
steam-launches. All this tends to show the ad-
vancing interest in naval warfare. Paul Hamilton
suggested, in a letter dated December 3d, 1811, that
“a naval force of twelve sails of the line (74’s) and
twenty well - constructed frigates, including those
already in commission, would be ample to protect
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the coasting trade”; but there was no provision in
the bill as finally accepted, and no authority given
for the construction of any line of battle ships, al-
though Mr. Cheves referred in his speech to the
letter from Secretary Hamilton. Plans were also
made this year to form a naval hospital, a much-
needed institution.

When war was declared by Congress against
Great Britain, on June 18th, 1812, and proclaimed
by the President of the United States the following
day, the number of vessels, exclusive of those pro-
jected and building, was as follows:

FRIGATES

Rated Mounting Commanders
Constitution . . . . 44 56 Capt. Hull
United States . . . 44 56 Capt. Decatur
President. . . . . 44 56 Com. Rodgers
Chesapeake . . . . 36 44 Capt. Evans
New York . . . . 36 44
Constellation . . . 36 44 Capt. Stewart
Congress . . . . . 36 44 Capt. Smith
Boston. . . . . . 32
Essex . . . . . . 32 Capt. Porter
Adams. . . . . . 32

CORVETTES
Jokn Adams 26 Capt. Ludlow
SLOOPS OF WAR
Wasp . 18 18 Capt. Jones
Hornet 18 13 Capt. Lawrence
BRIGS

Stren . 16 Capt. Carroll
Argus . 16 Capt. Crane
Oneida. 16 Capt. Woolsey
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SCHOONERS
Rated Commanders
Vizen. . . . . . 14 Lieut. Gadsden
Nawtiius . . . . . 14 Lieut. Sinclair
Enterprise . . . . 14 Capt. Blakely
Vigerr . . . . . . 10 Capt. Bainbridge
BOMB-KETCHES
Vengeance ALina
Spitfire Vesuvius

As we have stated before, the Boston, that was
burned afterwards at Washington, never put to sea,
and the New York was a worthless hulk.

The Constitution, the United States, and the
Constellation were built in the year 1797, the Con-
stitution at Boston, the Uwnited States at Philadel-
phia, and the Constellation at Baltimore. They had
been built in the most complete manner, and it might
be of interest to give some figures in connection with
the construction of these vessels, thus forming an
idea of how they compare with the tremendous and
expensive fighting - machines of to-day. The first
cost of the Constitutiorn was $302,718. Her annual
expenses when in commission were $100,000. Her
pay-roll per month was in the neighborhood of
$5000. There had been spent in repairs upon the
Constitution from October 1st, 1802, to October 1st,
1811, the sum of $302,582—almost as much as her
original cost, it 1s thus seen ; but upon the outbreak
of the war only $5658 had to be spent upon her to
fit her for sea. The first cost of a small vessel
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like the Wasp, carrying 18 guns, was $60,000; the
annual expense in commission, $38,000.

Although the Constitution was in such good
shape, the Chesapeake and the Constellation were
not seaworthy, and required $120,000 apiece to be
expended on them before they would be consid-
ered ready for service.

An American 44-gun frigate carried about 400
men. The pay appears ridiculously small, captains
receiving but $1oo; masters-commandant, $75 a
month; lieutenants’ pay was raised from $40 to g6o.
Midshipmen drew $19, an ordinary seaman gro,
and a private of marines but $6 a month.

A 44-gun frigate was about 142 feet long, 38 feet
8 inches in breadth, and drew from 17 to 23 feet
of water, according to her loading. An 18-gun sloop
of war was between 110 and 122 feet in length, and
drew 15 feet of water.

At the time of the declaration of war the officers
holding captains’ commissions were: Alexander Mur-
ray, John Rodgers, James Barron (suspended), Will-
iam Bainbridge, Hugh G.Campbell, Stephen Decatur,
Thomas Tingey, Charles Stewart, Isaac Hull, Isaac
Chauncey, John Shaw, John Smith—there was one
vacancy. On the pay-rolls as masters-commandant
we find David Porter, Samuel Evans, Jacob Jones,
and James Lawrence.

It 1s hard to imagine nowadays the amount of bit-
terness, the extreme degree of hatred, that had grown

up between America and Great Britain. Before the
2
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outbreak of hostilities, smarting under the defeats of
'76 and the struggle of the following years, with few
exceptions English officers burned to show their con-
tempt for the service of the new country whose flag
was being sent about the world. During the pres-
ence of the American fleets under Preble and Bain-
bridge in the Mediterranean, insults were frequent-
ly forced upon them by the English. An anecdote
which brings in one of our nation’s heroes will show
plainly to what extent this feeling existed. From an
American vessel of war anchored at Malta a num-
ber of the junior officers had obtained shore leave;
among them was a tall, handsome lad, the brother
of the commander of the Piiladelphia. Orders had
been given for the young gentlemen to mind their
own affairs, to keep close together, and to pay no at-
tention to the treatment they might receive from the
officers of the English regiments or navy. Owing
to the custom then holding, the man who had not
fought a duel or killed a man in “honorable” meet-
ing was an exception, even In our service. Lhere
was no punishment for duelling in either the army
or navy, even if one should kill a member of his
own mess, so there may be some excuse for the
disobedience, or, better, disregard, of the order given
to the midshipmen before they landed. There was
an English officer at Malta, a celebrated duellist, who
stated to a number of his friends, when he was in-
formed that the American young gentlemen had
landed, that he would “bag one of the Yankees
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before ten the next morning.” He ran across them
in the lobby of a playhouse, and, rudely jostling the
tallest and apparently the oldest, he was surprised
at having his pardon begged, as if the fault had been
the other’s. So he repeated his offence, and em-
phasized it by thrusting his elbow in “the Yankee’s”
face.

This was too much. The tall midshipman whipped
out his card, the Englishman did likewise. A few
words and it was all arranged. “ At nine the next
morning, on the beach below the fortress.” As he
turned, the middy saw one of his senior lieutenants
standing near him. He knew that it would be diffi-
cult to get ashore in the morning,and he made up his
mind that, as the chances were he would never return
to his ship at all, he would not go back to her that
night. But what was his dismay when the officer
approached and ordered him and all of his party to
repair on board their vessel. Of course the rest of
the youngsters knew what had occurred, and they
longed to see how their comrade would get out of
the predicament. e /kad to be on shore! But as
he sat in the stern-sheets the lieutenant, not so many
years his senior, bent forward. “I shall go ashore
-with you at nine o’clock to-morrow, if you will allow
me that honor,” he said, quietly. Now this young
officer was a hero with the lads in the steerage, and
the middy’s courage rose.

At nine o’clock the next morning he stood in a
sheltered little stretch of beach with a pistol in his
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hand, and at the word “Fire!” he shot the English
bully through the heart. The midshipman’s name
was Joseph Bainbridge, a brother of the Bainbridge
of Constitution fame,and his second upon this occa-
sion was Stephen Decatur.

This encounter was but one of many such that
took place on foreign stations between American
and English officers. The latter at last became more
respectful of the Yankees’ feelings, be it recorded.

The following series of articles is not intended as
a history of the navy, but as a mere account of the
most prominent actions in which the vessels of the
regular service participated. Two affairs in which
American privateers took part are introduced, but of
a truth the doings of Yankee privateersmen would
make a history in themselves. ]

It will be noticed that the names of several vessels
occur frequently,and we can see how the Constitu-
£zor won for herself the proudest title ever given to a
ship—* Old Ironsides "—and how the victories at sea
united the American nation as one great family in
rejoicing or in grief. To this day there will be found
songs and watchwords in the forecastles of our steel
cruisers that were started at this glorious period.
“ Remember the Zssex /” «“ Don’t give up the ship!”
“May we die on deck!” are sayings that have been
handed down, and let us hope that they will live
forever.
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THE THREE-DAYS CHASE OF THE «“CONSTITUTION”
[July 17th, 18th, 19th, 1812]
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MEDAL PRESENTED BY CONGRESS TG
CAPTAIN ISAAC HULL
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F during the naval war of 1812 any one man
won laurels because he understood his ship,
and thus triumphed over odds, that man was

Captain Hull, and the ship was the old Conszztution.

Returning from a mission to Europe during the
uncertain, feverish days that preceded the declara-
tion of war between England and America, Hull
had drawn into the Chesapeake to outfit for a cruise.
He had experienced a number of exciting moments
in European waters, for everything was in a turmoil
and every sail suspicious—armed vessels approached
one another like dogs who show their fangs.

Although we were at peace, on more than one
occasion Hull had called his men to quarters, fear-
ing mischief. Once he did so 1n an English port,
for he well remembered the affair of the Leopard
and the Clesapeate.

At Annapolis he shipped a new crew, and on
July 12th he sailed around the capes and made out
. to sea. Five days later, when out of sight of land,
‘sailing with a light breeze from the northeast, four |
sail were discovered to the north, heading to the
westward. An hour later a fifth sail was seen to
the northward and eastward. Before sunset it could
be declared positively that the strangers were vessels
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of war, and without doubt English. The wind was
fair for the nearest one to close, but before she came
within three miles the breeze that had brought her
up died out, and after a calm that lasted but a few
minutes the light wind came from the southward,
giving the Constitution the weather-gage.

And now began a test of seamanship and sailing
powers, the like of which has no equal in history for
prolonged excitement. Captain Hull was almost
alone in his opinion that the Conséitutiorn was a fast
sailer. But it must be remembered, however, that a
vessel’s speed depends upon her handling, and with
Isaac Hull on deck she had the best of it.

All through the night, which was not dark, sig-
nals and lights flashed from the vessels to leeward.
The Constitution, it is claimed by the English, was
taken for one of their own ships. She herself had
shown the private signal of the day, thinking per-
haps that the vessel near to hand might be an
American.

Before daybreak three rockets arose from the
ship astern of the Cons#itution, and at the same time
she fired two guns. She was H. M. S. Guerrere,
and, odd to relate, before long she was to strike her
flag to the very frigate that was now so anxious to
escape from her. Now, to the consternation of all,
as daylight broadened, three sail were discovered on
the starboard quarter and three more astern. Soon
another one was spied to the westward. By nine
o’clock, when the mists had lifted, the Constitntion

5
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had to leeward and astern of her seven sail in sight
—two frigates, a ship of the line, two smaller frigates,
a brig, and a schooner. There was no doubt as to
who they were, for in the light breeze the British
colors tossed at their peaks. It was a squadron of
Captain Sir Philip Vere Broke, and he would have
given his right hand to have been able to lessen the
distance between him and the chase. But, luckily
for “ Old Ironsides,” all of the Englishmen were be-
yond gunshot. Hull hoisted out his boats ahead,
and they began the weary work of towing; at the
same time, stern-chasers were run out over the after-
bulwarks and through the cabin windows. It fell
dead calm, and before long all of the English vessels
had begun to tow also. But the Constifutzorn had
the best position for this kind of work, as she could
have smashed the boats of an approaching vessel,
while her own were protected by her hull. One of
the nearest frigates, the S/Zannon, soon opened fire,
but her shot fell short, and she gave it up as useless.
At this moment a brilliant idea occurred to Lieuten-
ant Morris of the Constitution. It had often been the
custom in our service to warp ships to their anchor-
age by means of kedge-anchors when in a narrow
channel; by skilful handling they had sometimes
maintained a speed of three knots an hour. Hull
himself gives the credit for this idea to Lieutenant
Charles Morris.

All the spare hawsers and rope that would stand
the strain were spliced together, and a line almost a
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mile in length was towed ahead of the ship and a
kedge-anchor dropped. At once the Constitution
began to walk away from her pursuers—as she
tripped one kedge she commenced to haul upon
another. Now for the first time Hull displayed his
colors and fired a gun; but it was not long before
the British discovered the Yankee trick and were
trying it themselves.

A slight breeze happily sprang up, which the
Constitution caught first and forged ahead of the
leading vessel, that had fifteen or sixteen boats tow-
ing away at her. Soon it fell calm again, and the
towing and kedging were resumed. But the Bel
vedera, headed by a flotilla of rowboats, gained once
more, and Hull sent overboard some twenty-four
hundred gallons of water to lighten his vessel. A
few shots were exchanged without result. But with-
out ceasing the wearisome work went on, and never
a grumble was heard, although the men had been
on duty and hard at work twelve hours and more.

This was to be only the beginning of it. Now
and then breezes would spring from the southward,
and the tired sailors would seize the occasion to
throw themselves on the deck and rest, often falling
asleep leaning across the guns—the crews had never
left their quarters.

From eleven o'clock in the evening until past mid-
night the breeze held strong enough to keep the
Constitution in advance. Then it fell dead calm
once more. Captain Hull decided to give his men

5



THE “CONSTITUTION " TOWING AND KEDGING
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the much-needed respite; and, except for those aloft
and the man at the wheel, they slept at their posts;
but at 2 A.m. the boats were out again.

During this respite the Guerriere had gained, and
was off the lee beam. It seemed as if it were impos-
sible to avoid an action, and Hull had found that
two of his heavy stern-chasers were almost worse
than useless, as the blast of their discharge threat-
ened to blow out the stern-quarters, owing to the
overhanging of the wood-work and the shortness of
the guns. The soundings had run from twenty-six
to twenty-four fathoms, and now Hull was afraid of
getting into deeper water, where kedging would be
of no use.

At daybreak three of the enemy’s frigates had
crept up to within long gunshot on the lee quarter,
and the Guerriere maintained her position on the
beam. The Af7rica, the ship of the line, and the two
smaller vessels had fallen far behind. Slowly but
surely the Belvidera drew ahead of the Guerriere,
and at last she was almost off the Constitution’s bow
when she tacked. Hull, to preserve his position and
the advantage of being to windward, was obliged to
follow suit. It must have been a wondrous sight at
this moment to the unskilled eye; escape would have
seemed impossible, for the American was apparently
in the midst of the foe. Rapidly approaching her
on another tack was the frigate .Zo/us within long
range, but she and the Constitution passed one an-
other without firing. The breeze freshening, Hull
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hoisted in his boats, and the weary rowers rested
their strained arms. |

All the English vessels rounded upon the same
tack as the Constitution, and now the five frigates
had out all their kites, and were masses of shining
canvas from their trucks to the water’s edge. Count-
ing the Constitution, eleven sail were in sight, and
soon a twelfth appeared to the windward. It was
evident that she was an American merchantman, as
she threw out her colors upon sighting the squad-
ron. The Englishmen did not despatch a vessel to
pursue her, but to encourage her to come down
to them they all flew the stars and stripes. Hull
straightway, as a warning, drew down his own flag
and set the English ensign. This had the desired
effect, and the merchantman hauled on the wind
and made his best efforts to escape.

Hull had kept his sails wet with hose and bucket,
in order to hold the wind, and by ten o’clock his
crew had started cheering and laughing, for they
were slowly drawing ahead; the Belvidera was di-
rectly in their wake, distant almost three miles. The
other vessels were scattered to leeward, two frigates
were on the lee quarter five miles away, and the
A frica, holding the opposite tack, was hull down on
the horizon. The latitude was made out at midday
to be 38° 47’ north, and the longitude, by dead reck-
oning, 73° 57" west.

The wind freshened in the early afternoon, and,
the sails being trimmed and watched closely, Hull’s
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claim that his old ship was a stepper, if put to it, was
verified, for she gained two miles and more upon the
pursuers. And now strategy was to come into play.
Dark, angry-looking clouds and deeper shadows on
the water to windward showed that a sudden squall
was approaching. It was plain that rain was falling
and would reach the American frigate first. The
topmen were hurried aloft, the sheets and tacks and
clew-lines manned, and the Corstztutior held on with
all sails set, but with everything ready at the com-
mand to be let go. As the rush of wind and rain
approached all the light canvas was furled, a reef
taken in the mizzen-topsail, and the ship was brought
under short sail, as if she expected to be laid on her
beam ends. The English vessels astern observed
this, and probably expected that a hard blow was
going to follow, for they let go and hauled down as
they were, without waiting for the wind to reach
them. Some of them hove to and began to reef,
and they scattered in different directions, as if for
safety. But no sooner had the rain shrouded the
Constitution than Hull sheeted home, hoisted his
fore and main topgallant-sails, and, with the wind
boiling the water all about him, he roared away over
the sea at a gait of eleven knots.

For an hour the breeze held strong—blowing al-
most half a gale, in fact—and then it disappeared to
leeward. A Yankee cheer broke out in which the
officers joined, for the English fleet was far down
the wind, and the A f7ica was barely visible. A few
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minutes’ more sailing, and the leading frigates were
hull below the horizon.

Still they held in chase throughout all the night,
signalling each other now and then. At daybreak
all fear was over; but the Constitution kept all sail,
even after Broke’s squadron gave up and hauled to
the northward and eastward.

The small brig that had been counted in the fleet
of the pursuers was the Nawuti/us, which had been
captured by the English three or four days previous-
ly. She was the first vessel lost on either side during
the war. She was renowned as having been the ves-
sel commanded by the gallant Somers, who lost his
life in the harbor of Tripoli.

Lieutenant Crane, who had command of her when
taken by the English, and who saw the whole chase,
speaks of the wonder and astonishment of the
British officers at the handling of the Constitution.
They expected to see Hull throw overboard his
guns and anchors and stave his boats. This they
did themselves in a measure, as they cut adrift many
of their cutters—and spent some time afterwards in
picking them up—by the same token. Nothing had
been done to lighten the Comsfitution but to start
the water-casks, as before mentioned.

So sure were the English of making a capture that
Captain Broke had appointed a prize crew from his
vessel, the SZannon, and had claimed the honor of
sailing the Constitution into Halifax; but, as a con-
temporary states, “ The gallant gentleman counted
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his chickens before they were hatched "—a saying
trite but true. |

To quote from the SZannon’s log, under the entry
of July 18th, will be of interest: “ At dawn” (so it
runs) “an American frigate within four miles of the
squadron. Had a most fatiguing and anxious chase;
both towing and kedging, as opportunity offered.
American exchanged a few shots with Belvidera—
carried near enemy by partial breeze. Cut our
boats adrift, but all in vain; the Constitution sailed
well and escaped.”

It is recorded in English annals that there were
some very sharp recriminations and explanations
held in the SZannon’s cabin. Perhaps Captain Hull
would have enjoyed being present; but by this time
he was headed northward. He ran into Boston
harbor for water on the following Sunday.

Broke’s squadron separated, hoping to find the
Constitutzon on some future day and force her to
action. In this desire Captain Dacres of the Guer-
vieve was successful—so far as the finding was con-
cerned ; but the well-known result started American
hearts to beating high and cast a gloom over the
Parliament of England.

The ovations and praises bestowed upon the
American commander upon his arrival at Boston
induced him to insert the following card on the
books of the Exchange Coffee-House:

“ Captain Hull, finding that his friends in Boston
are correctly informed of his situation when chased
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by the British squadron off New York, and that
they are good enough to give him more credit for
having escaped it than he ought to claim, takes this
opportunity of requesting them to transfer their
good wishes to Lieutenant Morris and the other
brave officers, and the crew under his command, for
their very great exertions and prompt attention to
his orders while the enemy were in chase. Captain
Hull has great pleasure in saying that, notwith-
standing the length of the chase, and the officers
and crew being deprived of sleep, and allowed but
little refreshment during the time, not a murmur
was heard to escape them.”

It 1s rather a remarkable circumstance that the
Belvidera, which was one of the vessels that in this
long chase did her best to come up with the Constz-
tution, had some months before declined the honor
of engaging the President. For, on the 24th of
June, Captain Rodgers had fired with his own hand
one of the President's bowchasers at the Belvidera,
and thus opened the war. After exchanging some
shots, Captain Byron, of the Belvidere, decided that
discretion was the better part, and, lightening his
ship, managed to escape.
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THE ¢ CONSTITUTION” AND THE ‘‘GUERRIERE”
[August 19th, 1812]






ond war with Great Britain, the career of
the frigate Constrtution, and the deeds of
our Yankee commodores will never be forgotten as
long as we have a navy or continue to be a nation.
England, it must be remembered, had held the seas
for centuries. In no combat between single ships
(where the forces engaged were anything like equal)
had she lost a vessel. The French fleets, under or-
ders of their own government, ran away from hers,
and the Spanish captains had allowed their ships’
timbers to rot for years in blockaded harbors. Nev-
ertheless, this was the'age of honor, of gallantry, of
the stiff duelling code, when men bowed, passed
compliments, and fought one another to the death
with a parade of courtesy that has left trace to-day
in the conduct of the intercourse between all naval
powers. In the duels of the ships in the past that
have stirred the naval world, America has records
that are monuments to her seamen, and that must
arouse the pride of every officer who sails in her
great steel cruisers to-day.
Up to the affair of the Comstitutiorn and the
Guerriere, in 1812, the British had not fairly tested
in battle the seamanship or naval metal of the Ameri-

’ I MHE history of the naval combats of our sec-
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cans. With the exceptions of the actions between
the Bonkomme Richard and the Serapes, the Ranger
and Drake, and the Yarmouts and Randolpk, the war
of '76 was a repelled invasion.

The twenty-four hours of the rgth of August,
1812, began with light breezes that freshened as
the morning wore on. ‘The Constitutiorn was slip-
ping southward through the long rolling seas.

A month before this date, under the command of
Commodore Hull, she had made her wonderful es-
cape from Broke’s squadron after a chase of over
sixty hours.

Her cruise since she had left Boston, two weeks
before, had been uneventful. Vainly had she
sought from Cape Sable to the region of Halifax,
from Nova Scotia to the Gulf of St. Lawrence, for
any sign of a foe worthy her metal. It was getting
on towards two o’clock; her men had finished
their mid-day meal, the afternoon drills had not be-
gun, and an observation showed the ship to be in
latitude 41° 40" and longitude 55° 48'. Suddenly
“Sail ho!” from the mast-head stirred the groups
on the forecastle, and caused the officer pacing the
weather side of the quarter-deck to stop suddenly
and raise his head.

“Where away ?” he shouted to the voice far up
above the booming sails.

Almost before he could get the answer the
stranger’s top-sails were visible from the lower rig-
ging, into which the midshipmen and idlers had
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scrambled, and a few moments later they could be
seen fram the upper deck. The vessel was too far
off to show her character, but bore E.S.E., a faint
dot against the horizon.

Hull came immediately from his cabin. He was
a large, fat man, whose excitable temperament was
held in strong control. His eye gleamed when he
saw the distant speck of white. ~Immediately the
Constrtutior’s course was altered, and with her light
sails set she was running free, with kites all draw-
ing, and the chase looming clearer and clearer each
anxious minute of the time. At three o’clock it
was plainly seen that she was a large ship, on the
starboard tack, close-hauled on the wind, and under
easy sail. In half an hour her ports could be de-
scried through the glass, and loud murmurs of
satisfaction ran through the ship’s company. The
officers smiled congratulations at one another, and
Hull’s broad face shone with his suppressed emo-
tion. In the official account Hull speaks of the con-
duct of his crew before the fight in the following
words: “It gives me great pleasure to say that
from the smallest boy in the ship to the oldest sea-
man not a look of fear was seen. They went into
action giving three cheers, and requesting to be
laid close to the enemy.” The Constitution gained
on the stranger, who held her course, as if entirely
oblivious of her pursuer’s presence.

When within three miles, and to leeward, Hull
shortened sail and cleared the decks; the drum beat
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to quarters, and the men sprang to their stations.
No crew was ever better prepared to do battle for
any cause or country. Although few of the men had
been in action before, they had been drilled until
they had the handling of the clumsy iron guns
down to the point of excellence. They had been
taught to fire on the falling of a sea, and to hull
their opponent, if possible, at every shot. They
loved and trusted their commander, were proud. of
their ship, and burned to avenge the wrongs to
which many had been subjected, for the mer-
chant service had furnished almost half their
number.

As soon as Hull took in his sail the stranger
backed her main-topsail yard, and slowly came up
into the wind. Then 1t could be seen that /Zer
men were all at quarters also. Hull raised his
flag. Immediately in response up went to every
mast-head of the waiting ship the red cross of old
England. It was growing late in the afternoon, the
breeze had freshened, and the white-caps had be-
gun to jump on every side. The crew of the Coz-
steitution broke into three ringing cheers as their
grand old craft bore down upon the enemy. When
almost within range the English let go her broad-
side, filled away, wore ship, and fired her other
broadside on the other tack. The shot fell short,
and the Constitution reserved her fire. For three-
quarters of an hour the two yawed about and
manceuvred, trying to rake and to avoid being
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raked in turn.  Occasionally the Constitution fired
a gun; her men were in a fever of impatience.

At six in the evening the enemy, seeing all at-
tempts to outsail her antagonist were in vain,
showed a brave indication of wishing to close and
fight. Nearer the two approached, the American
in silence.

“ Shall I fire?” inquired Lieutenant Morris, Hull’s
second in command.

“Not yet,” replied Hull, quietly.

The bows of the Constitutiorn began to double
the quarter of the enemy. The latter’s shot began
to start the shaip white splinters flying about the
Constitution’s decks.

“Shall I fire ?” again asked Lieutenant Morris.

“Not yet, sir,” was Hull’s answer, spoken almost
beneath his breath. Suddenly he bent forward.
“ Now, boys,” he shouted, loudly, so that his voice
rang above the enemy’s shots and the roaring of
the seas under the quarter, “ pour it into them!”
It was at this point, so the story goes, that Hull,
crouching in his excitement, split his tight knee-
breeches from waistband to buckle.

The Constitution’s guns were double-shotted
with round and grape. The broadside was as one
single explosion, and the destruction was terrific.
The enemy’s decks were flooded, and the blood ran
out of the scuppers—her cockpit filled with the
wounded. For a few minutes, shrouded in smoke,
they fought at the distance of a half pistol-shot, but
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in that short space of time the Englishman was
literally torn to pieces in hull, spars, sails, and rig-
ging.

As her mizzenmast gave way the Englishman
brought up into the wind, and the Conszitution
forged slowly ahead, fired again, luffed short around
the other’s bows, and, owing to the heavy sea, fell
foul of her antagonist, with her bowsprit across her
larboard quarter. While in this position Hull’s
cabin was set on fire by the enemy’s forward battery,
and part of the crew were called away from the guns
to extinguish the threatening blaze.

Now both sides tried to board. It was the old
style of fighting for the British tars,and they brave-
ly swarmed on deck at the call, “ Boarders away!”
and the shrill piping along the ’tween-decks. The
Americans were preparing for the same attempt,
and three of their officers who mounted the taffrail
were shot by the muskets of the English. Brave
Lieutenant Bush, of the marines, fell dead with a
bullet in his brain.

The swaying and grinding of the huge ships
against each other made boarding impossible, and
it was at this anxious moment that the sails of
the Constztntzior filled; she fell off and shot ahead.
Hardly was she clear when the foremast of the ene-
my fell, carrying with it the wounded mainmast, and
leaving the proud vessel of a few hours before a
helpless wreck, “rolling like a log in the trough of
the sea, entirely at the mercy of the billows.”
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It was now nearly seven o’clock. The sky had
clouded over, the wind was freshening, and the sea
was growing heavy. Hull drew off for repairs, rove
new rigging, secured his masts, and, wearing ship,
again approached, ready to pour in a final broadside.
It was not needed. Before the Constitution could
fire, the flag which had been flying at the stump of
the enemy’s mizzenmast was struck. The fight was
over. |

A boat was lowered from the Constitutior, and
Lieutenant Read, the third officer, rowing to the
prize, inquired, with “ Captain Hull’s compliments,”
if she had struck her flag. He was answered by
Captain Dacres—who must have possessed a sense
of humor—that, for very obvious reasons, she cer-
tainly had done so.

To quote a few words from Hull’s account of the
affair — he says: “ After informing that so fine a
ship as the Guerriéere, commanded by an able and
experienced officer, had been totally dismasted and
otherwise cut to pieces, so as to make her not worth
towing into port, in the short space of thirty minutes
(actual fighting time), you can have no doubt of the
gallantry and good conduct of the officers and ship’s
company I have the honor to command.”

In the Constitution seven were killed and seven
wounded. In the Guerriere, fifteen killed, sixty-two
wounded — including several officers and the cap-
tain, who was wounded slightly; twenty-four were
missing. -
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The next day, owing to the reasons shown in
Hull's report, the Guerriere was set on fire. At
3.15 in the afternoon she blew up; and this was the
end of the ship whose commander had sent a per-
sonal message to Captain Hull some weeks before,
requesting the “honor of a ##fea-tetc at sea.”

Isaac Hull, who had thus early endeared himself
in the hearts of his countrymen, and set a high mark
for American sailors to aim at, was born near the
little town of Derby, not far from New Haven, Con-
necticut, in the year 1775. He was early taken with
a desire for the sea, and at the age of twelve years
he went on board a vessel that had been captured
by his father from the British during the Revolution.

Although he entered the navy at the age of
twenty-three, he had already made eighteen voyages
to different parts of Europe and the West Indies,
and had seen many adventures and thrilling mo-
ments.

During the administration of John Adams there
occurred “that exceedingly toilsome but inglorious
service ” of getting rid of the French privateers who
infested the West Indian seas. During this quasi
war Hull was first lieutenant of the frigate Conststu-
202 under Commodore Talbot. In May, 1798, he
had a chance to distinguish himself, and did not
neglect the opportunity, although the upshot of it
was tragic but bloodless.

It might not be out of place to relate the incident
here. In the harbor Porto Plata, in the island of
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St. Domingo, lay the Sandwick, a French letter-of-
marque. Hull was sent by his superior, in one of the
cutters, to reconnoitre the Frenchman. On the way
he found a little American sloop that rejoiced in
the name of Sz//y. Hull threw his party of seamen
and marines on board of her, and hid them below
the deck. Then the Sa//y was put into the harbor,
and, as if by some awkwardness, ran afoul of the
Sandwich, which, as a jocose writer remarks, “they
devoured without the loss of a man.” At the same
time this rash proceeding was being carried on un-
der the eyes (or, better, guns) of a Spanish battery,
Lieutenant Carmick took some marines and, rowing
ashore, spiked the guns. The Sawndwic/ was capt-
ured at mid-day, and before the afternoon was over
she weighed her anchor, beat out of the harbor, and
joined the Constitution.

In the opinion of nautical judges this was the
best bit of cutting-out work on record, for Hull’s
men were outnumbered three to one; and if he had
not taken precautions, the battery could have blown
him out of the water. But, alas and alack! all this dar-
ing and bravery went for worse than naught. Spain
complained of the treatment she had received, and
the United States government acknowledged that
the capture was illegal, having taken place in a neu-
tral port. The Sandwic/s was restored to her French
owners, and, worst of all, every penny of the prize
money due the Constitutior’s officers and men for
this cruise went to pay the damages.
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Before the war of 1812, Hull distinguished him-
self by his fearlessness and self-reliance during the
Tripolitan war. The two occasions that gave him
‘renown during our struggle with Great Britain have
been recorded at length, and there is but to set down
that, after the conclusion of the war with Great
Britain, Commodore Hull was in command at the
various stations in the Pacific and the Mediterranean,
and departed this life on the 13th of February, 1843.
Of him John Frost writes, in 1844, “ He was a glori-
ous old commodore, with a soul full of all noble as-
pirations for his country’s honor—a splendid relic
of a departed epoch of naval renown.”
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THE <“WASP” AND THE < FROLIC”
[October 18th, 1812]






was a native of Kent County, in the State

of Delaware. He rose rapidly through the

various grades of the service, attracting no-
tice by his steadfastness and attention to duty,
and 1n 1811 he was transferred to the command of
the Wasp, a tidy sloop of war then mounting eigh-
teen 24-pound carronades. She was a fast sailer,
given any wind or weather.

In the spring of 1812, Captain Jones was de-
spatched to England with communications to our
minister at the Court of St. James. After fulfilling
his mission he immediately set sail for America.
The declaration of war between England and this
country took place while the /7asp was on the high
seas on her returning voyage; but as soon as he had
landed, the news greeted her commander, and he
was eager to put to sea again.

Captain Jacob Jones knew his ship, he knew his
crew, and he rejoiced in having about him a set of
young officers devoted to the service. Their names
were James Biddle, George W. Rogers, Benjamin
W. Broth, Henry B. Rapp, and Lieutenants Knight
and Claxton, and they were soon destined to win
laurels and glory for their country.

JACOB JONES, of the United States Navy,
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The first short cruise yielded no adventure of
importance, but on the 13th of October the Wasp
left the Delaware and two days later encountered
a heavy gale, during which her jib-boom was unfort-
unately carried away and two of her people lost
overboard. For some hours she was thrown about
like a shuttlecock, and all hands were called time
and again to shorten sail. The night of the 17th
the sky cleared and the stars shone brightly. To
Captain Jones’s surprise several sail were reported
as being close at hand to the eastward. They were
clearly seen through the night-glass to be large, and
apparently armed. Jones stood straight for them,
and gave orders to lay the same course that the
strangers were then holding, and so they kept un-
til dawn of the next day, which was a Sunday.

A heavy sea was running, and the Wasp, close-
hauled, crept up to windward of the fleet that she
had followed through the night. At the beginning
of the early morning watch they were made out to
be four large ships and two smaller vessels under a
spread of canvas, all keeping close together.

But what was more interesting to the eager Amer-
ican crew was a sturdy sloop of war, a brig, that was
edging up slowly into the wind, evidently guarding
the six fleeing vessels to leeward—the sheep-dog of
the flock.

The Wasp, having the weather-gage, swung off
a point or so to lessen the distance.

As the stranger brig came nearer she heeled over
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until her broadside could be counted with the eye,
and her lower sails were seen to be wet with the
spray that dashed up over her bows.

For some time the Americans had been aloft
getting down the topgallant yards, and at eleven
oclock the stranger brig shortened sail and shook
out the Spanish flag. But this did not deceive the
wary Yankee captain for half an instant. No one
but an American or an Englishman would carry
sail in that fashion or bring his ship up to an
enemy like that, and the asp’s drummer beat to

quarters.
Now for over thirty minutes the two vessels

sailed on side by side, but constantly nearing. At
last they were so close that the buttons of the
officers’ coats could be seen, the red coat of a ma-
rine showed, and all doubt on board the Wasp of
the other being anything but English was dispelled
in a flash. The matches had been smoking for a
full quarter of an hour.

When within near pistol-shot Captain Jones
hailed through his trumpet. Down came the col-
ors of Spain and up went the cross of St. George.
The distance was scarcely sixty yards, and as the
flags exchanged the brig let go her broadside. A
lucky incident occurred just then that probably
saved many lives on board the Wasp. A sudden
puff of wind heeled the enemy over as she fired,
and her shot swept through the upper rigging and
riddled the sails. Jones immediately replied with

4
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all his guns, that tore and hulled his antagonist
with almost every shot; then, as fast as his crew -
could load and fire, he kept at it. Now and then
the muzzles of his little broadside would sweep into
the water; but those of the enemy, aimed high, were
mangling his rigging and sweeping away braces,
blocks, and running gear.

At the end of a hot five minutes there was a
sharp crack aloft, and the main-topmast of the Wasp
swayed and fell, bringing down the main-topsail
yard across the fore-topsail braces and rendering
the head-sails unmanageable. Threg minutes more
and away went the gaff at the jaws, and the mizzen-
topgallant-sail fluttered to the deck like a huge
wounded bird.

The American, slightly in advance, fell off her
course and crossed her enemy’s bows, firing and rak-
ing her at close range most fearfully. At once the
fire of the Englishman slackened, and the Wasp
drifted slowly back to her former position.

Both vessels were jumping so in the seaway that
boarding would be attended by mutual danger.
The enemy revived from the destructive broadside,
fired a few more shots, and the last brace of the
Wasp fell over her side, leaving the masts unsup-
ported, and, badly wounded as they were, in a most
critical condition.

“We must decide this matter at once,” said Cap-
tain Jones, as he looked at the creaking spars, and
he gave orders to wear ship. Slowly his vessel an-
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swered, and, paying off, the collision followed. With
a grinding jar the Wasp rubbed along the English-
man’s bow, and the jib-boom of the latter, extend-
ing clear across the deck immediately over the
American commander’s head, fouled in the mizzen-
shrouds. It was not necessary to make her fast,
and she lay so fair for raking that Jones gave orders
for another broadside.

As the gunners of the Wasp threw out their ram-
mers the ends touched the enemy’s sides, and the
muzzles of two 12-pounders went through the lat-
ter's bow-ports and swept the deck’s length.

Jack Lange was an able American seaman who
had once been impressed into the British service,
and the excitement of the moment was too much for
his feverish blood. Taking his cutlass in his teeth,
he leaped atop a gun and laid hold of the enemy’s
nettings.

“Come out of that,sir! Wait for orders!” roared
Captain Jones, who wished to fire again.

But if Jack Lange heard he did not hesitate, and,
despite the command, hauled himself alone over the
bows. Some of the men left their guns at this and
picked up pikes and boarding-axes.

Lieutenant Biddle glanced at his commander, the
latter nodded grimly, and with a spring the lieuten-
ant gained the hammock cloth and reached up for
the ropes overhead. The vessels lurched and one
of his feet caught in a tangle, from which he vainly
tried to free himself.
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Little Midshipman Baker, who was too short to
make a reach of it, thought he saw his chance,
and, laying hold of Lieutenant Biddle’s coat- tails
in his eagerness, tried to swarm up his superior’s
legs. The result was, however, that both fell back
on the rail, and came within an ace of pitching
overboard into the sea. Jumping up quickly, Lieu-
tenant Biddle took advantage of a heave of the
Wasp and scrambled over the enemy’s bowsprit on
to the forecastle. |

There stood Jack Lange, with his cutlass in his
folded arms, gazing at a wondrous sight. Not a
living soul was on the deck but a wounded man at
the wheel and three officers huddled near the taff-
rail! But the colors were still whipping and snap-
ping overhead, and, two or three more of the Wasp’s
boarders tumbling on board, the little party, headed
by Biddle, made their way aft. Immediately the offi-
cers, two of whom were wounded, threw down their
swords, and one of them leaned forward and hid
his face in his hands.

The young lieutenant jumped into the rigging
and hauled down the flag. It was almost beyond
belief that such carnage and complete destruction
could have taken place in a time so short. But a
small proportion of the crew had escaped. The
wounded and dying lay everywhere, the berth-deck
was crowded, and there were not enough of the liv-
ing to minister to their comrades. H. M. S. Frolic
was a charnel-ship.
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The Wasp’s crew brought on board all their blank- .
ets, and the American surgeon’s mate was soon busy
attending to the wounded.

With great difficulty the two vessels were sepa-
rated, for the F7»o/ic had locked her antagonist, as it
were, in a dying embrace; and no sooner were they
clear than both of the prize’s masts fell (one bring-
ing down the other), covering the dead and wounded,
and hampering all the efforts of Lieutenant Biddle
and his crew to clear the decks.

All this time three great white topsails had been
pushing up above the horizon, and soon it was made
out that a large ship of some kind was bearing down,
carrying all the canvas she safely could in the sharp
blow. J

Jones, thinking that it might be one of the con-
voy returning to seek the /Frolic, called his tired
crew to quarters, instructing Lieutenant Biddle to
fit a jury rig and to make with his charge for some
Southern port. It was not to be, however, and the
gallant victory was to have a different termination.

The lookout on the foremast called down some-
thing that changed the complexion of matters en-
tirely.

“ A seventy-four carrying the English flag!” he
shouted. That was all. The men at the Wasp's
guns put out their matches. There was nothing to
do but wait and be taken. Any resistance would
be worse than foolish.

As the great battle-ship came bowling along she
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passed so close that the faces could be seen looking
through her three tiers of great open ports. She
disdained to hail, fired one gun over the little Wasp,
and swept on. Captain Jones hauled down his flag,
and read the word Poztiers under the Britisher’s
galleries. In a minute oretwo the latter retook the
Frolic, and, lowering her boats, placed prize crews
on board both her and the Yankee sloop. After
some repairing, she set sail and carried her captives
to Bermuda.

As 1n all the separate engagements of the time,
comparisons were made between the armaments and
crews of the fighters,and the press of Great Britain
and America began the customary argument. Prob-
ably the Wasp had a few more men, but to quote:

“The Frolic mounted sixteen 32-pound carron-
ades, four 12-pounders on the main-deck and two
12-pound carronades. She was, therefore, superior
to the Wasp by exactly four 12-pounders. The
number of men on board, as stated by the officers
of the Frolic, was 110. The number of seamen on
the Wasp was 102. But it could not be ascertained
whether in this 110 were included marines and
officers, for the Wasp had, besides her 102 seamen,
officers and marines, making the whole crew about
135. What, however, is decisive as to their com-
parative force is that the officers of the Frolic ac-
knowledged that they had as many men as they
knew what to do with, and, in fact, the Wasp could
have spared fifteen men. . . . The exact number of
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killed and wounded on board the F»oZc could not
be determined, but from the observations of our
officers and the declarations of those of the Frolic
the number could not be less than about thirty
killed, including two officers, and of the wounded
between forty and fifty, the captain and lieutenant
being of the number. The Wasp had five killed
and five slightly wounded.”

Captain Jones in his report speaks of the bravery
of his officers, the gallantry of his adversary, Cap-
tain Whinyates, and makes little mention of himself.
Upon his exchange and return to the United States
he was received with every honor belonging to a
victor, and the sum of $25,000 was voted by Con-
gress to be divided as prize money among his crew.
The Wasp soon flew the British flag, but was lost
at sea. Strange to relate, this was also the fate of
the second Wasp that was soon afloat in the Amer-
ican service, and that had a career which was sur-
passed by none of the smaller vessels of the day.
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THE ¢ UNITED STATES” AND THE ¢“*MACEDONIAN "
[October 25th, 1812]






MEDAL PRESENTED BY CONGRESS TO
CAPTAIN STEPHEN DECATUR






“Then quickly met our nation’s eyes
The noblest sight in nature—
A first-rate frigate as a prize
Brought home by brave Decatur,”
—O0ld Song.

IGHTY-FOUR years ago, throughout the

E country, the name Decatur was toasted at

every table, was sung from the forecastle

to the drawing-room, from the way-side tavern to

the stage of the city playhouse. To-day, written or

spoken, it stands out like a watchword, reminiscent

of the days of brave gallantry and daring enterprise
at sea.

Those writers who have been tempted by their
Americanism and pride to take up the navy as a
field have repeated over and over again, more than
likely, everything that could be said about Stephen
Decatur.

On his father’s side he was of French descent, as
his name shows, his grandfather being a native of
La Rochelle in France, and his grandmother an
American lady from Rhode Island. He was named
after his father, Stephen Decatur, who was born at
Newport, but who had at an early age removed to
Philadelphia, where he had married the beautiful
Miss Pine.
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On the establishment of an American navy he
was appointed to the Delaware, sloop of war. This
was after he had commanded one or two merchant
vessels and had proved himself a seaman. When
the frigate Philadelp/ia was built by subscriptions
of loyal-hearted merchants, the command of her was
tendered to the elder Decatur by the particular re-
quest of the subscribers. The value of inheritance
could not be shown more strongly than by looking
at the career of the son born to him on the 5th of
January, 1779. At the time of the birth of Stephen
Decatur, Jr., his parents were residing on the eastern
shore of Maryland during the days the British were
in possession of the town of Philadelphia. After
the evacuation of that place they returned, and here
their son was educated with the idea of making a
sailor of him from the very first.

Young Decatur entered the navy in March, 1798,
and joined the frigate United States, commanded
by Commodore John Barry, who, by-the-way, was
instrumental in securing the appointment for him.
It was not long before he was promoted to be a
lieutenant, and made a cruise on the Spanish Main
on the brig Norfol# during the war against the
French cruisers. Returning after the peace was
concluded with France, he was ordered to the Zssex
as first lieutenant, and sailed with Commodore Dale’s
squadron to the Mediterranean. This trip he made
twice more, for on the return of that squadron he
was ordered to the New York under Commodore
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Morris, who took the same station. After a short
stay Decatur returned to the Unzted States, and
soon afterwards he was given his first command, the
brig Argus,and with her proceeded to join Commo-
dore Preble’s squadron, and was transferred to the
command of the schooner Em‘erﬁm?e, exchanging
vessels with Lieutenant Isaac Hull. The story of the
capture and blowing up of the frigate Pliladelp/ia,
which under Captain Bainbridge had run ashore
and been taken by the Tripolitans, has been de-
scribed times without number. There is not space
to write about it here. It is a tale in itself. But
after the success of Decatur’s attempt, in which he
overcame obstacles apparently insurmountable, the
eyes of the country were turned upon him, and the
great things that he afterwards accomplished were
predicted. |

Decatur was one of those men whose courage and
lofty spirit make it impossible for them to remain
spectators or mere directors of events in which they
are interested. It was necessary for him to be in
the midst of the fight, sword or pistol in hand, like a
common seaman. The story of his duel with the
Turkish commander in the harbor of Tripoli, where,
with a sword broken at the hilt, he fought a hand-
to-hand fight and emerged victorious, gives a little
insight into his character. ‘Upon his return to his
country, after some short service he was appoint-
ed to the command of the Clesapeatke, succeeding
Commodore Barron, who had struck to the British
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frigate Leopard in 1807. It was here that the bad
feeling between these officers that led to the tragic
ending of Decatur’s life began. As soon as the
frigate Unzted States was put in commission, Deca-
tur was relieved of his command of the Chesapeatee
(which, to tell the truth, he did not much relish), and
thus found himself, on the outbreak of the war with
Great Britain, with plenty of opportunities before
him to add to his laurels.

In October of the year 1812 the frigate Unzted
States was one of a small squadron that was cruising
not far from the island of Madeira. On the twelith
day of the month she parted with the President,
44, and later with the 16-gun brig A7»gus, both
of which had sailed with her from the port of Bos-
ton, all well officered, well manned, and eager to
meet the enemy. Bearing away southward into the
paths of the British West-Indiamen, Decatur, on the
United States,hoped to intercept a rich prize or two,
or, better, if possible, to fall in with one of His Maj-
esty’s vessels, which were constantly hovering in
that neighborhood. Sharp lookouts were kept at
the mast-head at all hours, and the crew were spoil-
ing for action.

Sunday morning, the 25th, dawned bright and
clear. There was a stiff breeze blowing, and the
frigate was under easy canvas, steering a course
southeast by east. An observation showed her to
be in latitude 29° longitude 29° 30" west. As soon
as daylight was fairly broad, off to windward, close
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to the horizon, the lookout descried a sail, and in a
few minutes it was discovered that the stranger was
an English ship of war carrying all but her lighter
canvas. Quickly the Uwited States blossomed out
from the topgallant yard to her main-course; and
although the breeze was strong, studding-sails were
set, and, tossing the heavy sea to left and right,
she was soon hard upon the chase. The Uznited
States was a good sailer—all of our ships were in
those days—and long before seven o’clock it was
seen that she was overhauling the enemy rapidly.
So great was the enthusiasm of her officers and
men that the cheers they gave were borne by the
wind to the Englishman before a single gun of the
action had been fired. Through the glass it could
be seen that the enemy were at quarters. At nine
in the morning Decatur luffed a little, took in his
lighter sails, and fired his gun-deck battery; but the
balls fell short. Both vessels were now on the same
tack, close on the wind, and Decatur found that it
was 1mpossible for the Uwited States to gain the
weather-gage.

Broadsides were exchanged as the distance was
lessened, and for half an hour the commanders con-
tinued firing, doing no vital damage. Suddenly the
enemy changed his course, squared his yards, and
crossed Decatur’s bows, letting drive his forward
battery. Still the United States held on; and here
the Englishman made a fatal error. It is given by
some authorities that Captain John Carden, the
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commander of the Macedonian, supposed his oppo-
nent to be the Zssex, which only mounted carron-
ades; therefore he commenced action at long-range.
It did not take long, however, to apprise him that
he was out in his reckoning, for although the dis-
tance was so great that carronades and muskets
were of no avail, almost every shot from the heavy
metal of the American struck its mark, despite the
pitching cross-sea. Finding it was too late to run,
Captain Carden bravely bore down upon the United
States to engage her at close quarters, as at the dis.
tance at which the action had commenced he was
being literally chopped to pieces. It was reported
that during the engagement, which then began in
earnest, so incessant were the broadsides of the
American vessel the Englishman supposed her to
be on fire, and three or four times cheered in their
turn as the news ran through the ship; but they
were soon undeceived. The splendid gunnery of
the Americans was apparent as the vessels neared.
The rigging and spars of the Macedonian were rid-
dled and cut, many of her guns were dismounted,
and in a few minutes her mizzenmast went by the
board. Pitching to and fro, shrouded in the smoke
which blew towards her from the enemy’s guns, the
United States kept up her destructive fire. For an
instant the smoke cleared away, and there hung the
main-yard-arm of the English frigate in two pieces;
her main-topmast was gone, her fore-topmast was
tottering, and no colors were seen floating above her
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deck; her bowsprit was swaying to and fro, held
only by the jib-forestay, and sailing was impossible.
She ceased to gather headway, lurching and yawing
to one side and the other helplessly.

Strange to say, the United States remained almost
unhurt. Decatur ceased his fire as he saw the ene-
my’'s plight, furled his mizzen-topsail (the mizzen-
topmast being badly wounded), drew away, tacked,
and came under the lee of the English ship. She
gave him a feeble broadside, and Decatur luffed
again across her bows. As he did so, Carden, per-
ceiving further resistance to be vain, hauled down
his colors, which had again been hoisted on a spar
at the stump of the mizzenmast.

Decatur, his face flushed with victory, hailed in
person: “ What ship is that?”

“His Majesty’s frigate Macedonian, thirty-eight,
John S. Carden,” was the response.

Immediately a boat was lowered, and an officer
was sent on board. In the two hours of the en-
gagement she had suffered terribly. Not less than
one hundred round-shot were counted in her hull,
many of them between wind and water. She had
nothing standing but her mainmast and fore-yard.
Her boats were useless, with exception of one small
quarter-boat; and out of the officers and crew, three
hundred in number, thirty-six were killed and sixty-
eight were wounded. The American loss was five
killed and six wounded.

The AMacedoniarn was but two years old, a fine
. |
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vessel of her class, rated thirty-eight, and carrying
forty-nine guns—eighteen on her gun-deck, and
thirty-two-pound carronades above. The United
States was heavier and stronger, both in metal and
men, it cannot be denied, having a crew of four hun-
dred and seventy-eight. But, even taking into ac-
count the disparity in the weight of metal and the
number of crew, the action proved conclusively that
American-built ships and American seamen were to
open the eyes of the world in conflicts on the sea.

Now comes the courtesy, the almost stilted polite-
ness, that always seems as if prepared especially for
dramatic effect before translation into history. As
the brave Carden stepped upon the deck of the
Unaited States he proffered his sword to Decatur.

“No, sir,” exclaimed the latter, doffing his cocked
hat, “I cannot receive the sword of a man who has
so bravely defended his ship; but,” he added, smil-
ing graciously, “ I will receive your hand.”

As an honored guest, Decatur led the vanquished
to his cabin, where refreshments, to quote from an-
other account of the affair, “were set out and par-
-taken of in a friendly spirit by the two commanders.”

Contrary to the opinion formed by the first in-
spection, Decatur found his prize capable of being
refitted, and he determined to bring her to an Amer-
ican port. The United States was speedily repaired.
In charge of Lieutenant Allen, who had made a
jury-rigging for the Macedonian, turning her for the
nonce into a bark, captor and captive set sail for
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the United States. On the 4th of December his
prize entered the harbor of Newport, and it was upon
this occasion that the old song was written from
which the stanza at the head of this article 1s taken.
Nothing could be more dramatic than the way the
victory was announced at Washington. Midship-
man Hamilton, who was in the engagement with
Decatur, and served with signal bravery, was sent
with the captured flag of the Macedoniarn to present
it to his father, Paul Hamilton, then Secretary of
the Navy. He arrived in Washington on the even-
ing of the 8th of December. A ball was in progress,
and the Secretary of the Navy was present. The
room was filled with beautiful women, with men in
all the color and glory of gold lace, epaulets, and
side-arms, when Hamilton entered. He carried the
flag of the Macedonzarn wrapped about his shoulders.
Instantly he was surrounded. The silk-stockinged
dandies caught him up on their shoulders, and it is
even on record that, strange to the customs of the
times, dignity for once was cast aside, and a cheer
rang through the ballroom. In the possession of
the author is a letter (hitherto unpublished) writ-
ten by Mrs. B. H. Latrobe, grandmother of the ex-
Mayor of Baltimore, to Mrs. Juliana Miller. It gives
such a graphic picture of the times that an extract
from 1t cannot fail of interest. The letter is dated
Washington, December 14th, and reads thus:

“The dulness of the city has, however, been removed in some
degree by a splendid entertainment on board the frigate Constella-
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tion. We were invited to be there at eleven, to pass the day. The
vessel lay about half a mile from the shore, and two very elegant
barges of twelve oars conveyed the company. This was the only
unpleasant part of the amusement, for the day proved extremely
cold, and a high wind was blowing. However, we all arrived safe
about twelve, and the deck was closed in with flags, awnings, etc.,
and two stoves so effectually heated it as to make the temperature
delightful. The dancing soon commenced, and continued till three,
when the boatswain’s whistle called us to a magnificent dinner be-
low. The President and Mrs. Madison were seated at the end of a
very long table; but I cannot tell you all the company, and can
only say that the number was said to be five hundred. After dinner
the dancing commenced again, and continued till about six in the
evening, when the company broke up. On Tuesday a very splen-
did ball was given to the navy officers Hull, Morris, Stewart, etc.
My husband could not be absent, as he holds an office in the Navy
Department, and I was not sorry we went, as it is not likely I shall
ever witness such another scene. At about five in the evening my
husband came home, and informed me that we must immediately
illuminate our house, as the account of a victory gained by Commo-
dore Decatur had just arrived. My house in ten minutes was pre-
pared for lighting up, and we prepared for the ball. The Avenue
was very brilliant on our way to the Capitol Hill, and, the company
assembling, the crowd was immense, Mrs. Madison was there, but
not the President. The evening went on, with crowding as usual
upon the toes and trains of those that did not dance, when, about
ten o’clock, a loud huzza announced the arrival of young Archibald
Hamilton, who had that moment appeared with the colors of the
Macedonian. He was borne into the room by many officers. Good
little Mrs. Hamilton, his mother, stood by me, and was so much
agitated at the sight of her son that she must have fallen had I not
stepped forward and offered her my arm. The young man sprang
into her arms, his sisters threw their arms around him, and the
scene was quite affecting. The colors were then held up by several
gentlemen over the heads of Hull, Morris, and Stewart, and ¢ Hail,
Columbia !’ played, and there were huzzas until my head swayed.
‘“The aforesaid colors were then laid at the feet of Mrs. Madison.
O Zempora! O mores! This was rather overdoing the affair. I
forgot to say that the flag of the Guerriére was festooned on one
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side of the room, and of some other vessel. Now, between our-
selves, I think it wrong to exult so outrageously over our enemies.
We may have reason to laugh on the other side of our mouths
some of these days; and as the English are so much stronger than
we are with their navy, there are ten chances to one that we are
beaten. Therefore it is best to act moderately when we take a
vessel, and I could not look at those colors with pleasure, the tak-
ing of which had made so many widows and orphans. In the ful-
ness of my feelings, I exclaimed to a gentleman who stood near me,
‘Good heavens! I would not touch that color for a thousand dol-
lars!” He walked quickly away, I hearing another gentleman say,
‘Is it possible, Mrs. Latrobe?’ I looked around, and it was a good
stanch Federalist from Rhode Island, Mr. Hunter, so that I shall
escape hanging after so treasonable a speech.”

Perhaps the circumstances were a valid excuse
for the cheering; but this letter is a strange side-
light on some of the feeling of the times.

All through the country Decatur became the
hero of the hour. With a record for intrepidity and
gallantry behind him, gained by his actions dur-
ing the war with Tripoli, handsome and young, he
became the idol of the public. Congress, by a unan-
imous vote, gave him a gold medal. The legisla-
tures of Massachusetts, New York, Maryland, Penn-
sylvania, and Virginia gave him thanks. The city
of New York gave him the freedom of the city and
a magnificent sword, and tendered to his crew a
banquet at the City Hotel. Four hundred seamen
sat down at the long tables, and the memory of that
feast of rejoicing was long kept green in the service.
As a picture of the day, a short account, taken from
a contemporaneous history, 7% War, of the banquet
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given to Commodores Hull, Jones, and Decatur is
of interest. The entertainment was given on the
day after the freedom of the city was presented to
Captain Hull. He and Decatur were present;
Jones was absent. At five o’clock about five hun-
dred guests sat down at the tables, De Witt Clinton,
the mayor, presiding. “The room had the appear-
ance of a marine palace,” said an eye-witness. It
was colonnaded around with masts of ships en-
twined with laurels, and having the national flags of
the world. Every table had a ship in miniature with
the American flag displayed. On the wall was a
mainsail of a ship, and when the third toast, “ Our
Navy,” was given, with three cheers, this sail was
furled, revealing “ an immense transparent painting
of the three naval engagements in which Hull,
Jones, and Decatur were respectively engaged.”
Too great to be spoiled, Decatur still remained the
quiet, simple hero, before whose eyes were spelled
two words—Country and Duty; the one he lived
to serve, the other to fulfil. And, alas! he died a -
victim to that curious, strained sense of honor that
kept men demanding explanations, and led them to
shoot one another under God’s sky, surrounded by
their friends, in a duel to the death. He was killed
by Commodore Barron at Bladensburg, New Jersey,
on March 22d, 1820. Commodore Bainbridge was
Decatur’s second, and he, with others, had made
many ineffectual attempts to avert the unfortunate

meeting.
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THE < CONSTITUTION” AND THE ¢ JAVA”
[December 29th, 1312]






MEDAL PRESENTED BY CONGRESS TO
CAPTAIN WILLIAM BAINBRIDGE






"ILLIAM BAINBRIDGE, commodore,
was one of those commanders who
were graduated from the merchant ser-
vice to take high place in the navy of our country.

Owing to his own personal qualifications and
character, he became renowned. Bainbridge was
born at Princeton, New Jersey, May #th, 1774. He
was descended from ancestors of high standing, who
had for several generations been residents of the
State in which he was born, his father being a
prominent physician, who, shortly after the birth of
William, his fourth son, removed to New York. As
a boy Bainbridge conceived a great love for the sea;
and although under the care of his grandfather,
John Taylor, he had been educated carefully for a
mercantile pursuit, his desires and importunities
were gratified, and at the age of fifteen he was
placed on board a merchantman about to sail from
the port of Philadelphia.

In order to test him, he was given the berth of a
common sailor before the mast. Strong and agile,
with his natural aptitude and born courage, it was
not long before he began to show what he was
made of. After his fourth voyage he was promoted
to the rank of first mate on board a vessel trading
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between this country and Holland. During this
voyage a mutiny arose which Bainbridge and the
captain put down, although there were seven men
against them. For this act, and in recognition of
his skill as a navigator and practical seaman, he was
given command of this same vessel at the early age
of nineteen. |

Bainbridge as a young man was not foolhardy,
but he was of that stamp that brooked no interfer-
ence with his rights, and allowed no insult to pass
by unnoticed. While in command of the Hope, a
little vessel of about one hundred and forty tons’
burden, mounting four guns and having a crew of
eleven men, he refused to stop at the hail of an
English schooner; whereat the latter fired at him,
and Bainbridge, probably to the Englishman’s great
astonishment, replied so briskly with his little broad-
side that the commander of the schooner actually
surrendered, although his force consisted of eight
guns and thirty men. Several were killed and
wounded, and his vessel so much injured in the rig-
ging and hull that he hailed Bainbridge, asking what
the latter proposed doing with him. This was in
the year 1796. There was no war between this
country and England, and Bainbridge contented
himself by calling the following message through
his trumpet: “I have no use for you. Go about
your business, and report to your masters if they
want my ship they must either send a greater force
or a more skilful commander.”
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A few days after this event, while on the home-
ward voyage, the Hope was stopped by a heavily
armed British frigate, and one of her crew, an
American, was taken out of her on the pretence
of his being a Scotchman. Bainbridge offered to
make oath to the contrary, but nevertheless the man
was impressed. Within the same week Bainbridge
fell in with an English brig much larger than his
own ship, and, surprising her by rowing alongside
with an armed boat’s crew, he took from her one of
the English sailors, leaving this message: “ Captain
may report that Captain William Bainbridge
has taken one of His Majesty’s subjects in retalia-
tion for a seaman taken from the American ship
Hope by Lieutenant Norton of the Jzdefatigadle
razee commanded by Sir Edward Pellew.”

A contemporary adds: “The captured seaman
received good wages and was discharged just as
soon as he reached an American port, in no way
dissatisfied with the service into which he had thus
been forced.”

Bainbridge’s action in these small affairs attracted
the notice of the Secretary of the Navy, and early
in 1798 he was given the command of the Retalia-
tzon, a small vessel lately taken from the French by
the elder Decatur. In the fall of the year the Re-
taliation, in company with the Norfolt and the
Montezuma, two little vessels of about the same
size, sailed for the West Indies, the squadron being
under the command of Commodore Murray. Off
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the island of Guadeloupe, in the month of Novem-
ber, three sail were discovered to the eastward that
were supposed to be English. At the same moment
two other vessels were sighted to the westward.
Commodore Murray sailed for the latter in company
with the Norfolk, while Bainbridge was ordered to
reconnoitre the three sails first sighted. Unfortu-
nately they proved to be French, and, having the
weather-gage, they closed with the ARefaliation and
ordered her to strike. As both of them were frig-
ates, one being L’/rsurgent and the other the
Volontier, there was nothing for the young captain
to do but to comply. The French commander, St.
Laurent, declined to take Bainbridge’s sword, gal-
lantly observing that, as he had no opportunity to
fight, he should prefer that he would retain it. At
once both frigates set out in chase of the Montezuma
and Norfolk; and L’Insurgent, outsailing the other
Frenchman, was almost within firing distance of the
two American ships when St. Laurent asked their
force. The deception that Bainbridge practised,
under the circumstances, was entirely pardonable;
but in his reply he gave full swing to his imagina-
tion, and overstated the American armament by ex-
actly doubling it, stating that the Americans were
armed with 28-pounders and full of men. At once
L [nsurgent was recalled from the chase, much to
the chagrin of her captain, who stated that /Zes
Améericasns did not carry a gun heavier than six
pounds, for he had been close enough to see them.
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St. Laurent forgave Bainbridge the ruse, and treated
him with great consideration.

After being in prison for some time, owing to
negotiations, Bainbridge was sent to the United
States in his own vessel, which was filled with lib-
erated American prisoners.

Upon his return to his country he was promoted to
the rank of master-commander, and put in command
of the Norfolk, the ship he had saved. For over
a year he cruised in the West Indies, meeting with
many adventures, of which there i1s not space here
to tell, and in 1800, at the age of twenty-six, he was
given the highest rank then in our navy, that of
captain, and appointed to the command of the
George Washington, with the duty, much against his
grain, before him, of carrying tribute to the Bey of
Algiers. He fulfilled this mission; but there was
not an end of it, as he was forced by circumstances
to place his vessel at the disposal of the barbaric
potentate, and to conduct a mission for him—no less
than carrying an ambassador and his suite, number-
ing some two hundred persons, to Constantinople,
the Bey wishing to conciliate the government of the
Sublime Porte.

Despite his remonstrances, Bainbridge was com-
pelled to do this, or the safety of every American in
Algiers would have been in jeopardy, in addition to
which the Bey declared he would immediately make
war upon the United States. This disagreeable
duty was performed, and the George Washington was
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the first vessel to fly the flag of the United States
under the walls of Constantinople. The stars and
stripes had never been seen there before; and as the
name United States signified nothing to the gov-
ernor of the Porte, Bainbridge had to explain that
he came from the New World that Columbus had
discovered.

On the 21st of January, 1801, Bainbridge was
again in Algiers. He declined, however, to anchor
in the harbor, as it was evident that the wily Bey was
not to be trusted. Later in this year Bainbridge was
transferred from the command of the George Wask-
angton to the Lssex, which was one of a squadron of
four vessels, consisting of the President, the Phila-
delphia, and the schooner Enterprise, under the com-
mand of Commodore Richard Dale, whose object
was to protect American merchant ships from the
depredation of the Tripolitan corsairs. Bainbridge
was employed convoying merchantmen through the
Strait of Gibraltar until the spring of 1802, when,
his vessel being in need of repairs, he was ordered
home. At once he was appointed to the command
of the Philadelp/ia, to take up again the service he
had left. On the 26th of August, not far from the
strait, Bainbridge fell in with two suspicious sail—
one a brig, and the other, apparently, one of the hated
- corsairs. He hailed them, and found that the brig
was an American, and the other a Moorish vessel—
the Mesitoha. Searching the latter, he found the
officers and the crew of the brig under the hold,
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they having been captured nine days before. He
retook the brig, placed her crew once more on board
of her,and made a prize of the Tripolitan. This capt-
ure was a decided check to Moorish depredations.
On the 21st of October, while Bainbridge was cruis-
ing off the harbor of Tripolj, sailing after one of the
pirates, he unfortunately ran on a ledge of rock that
was not down on the map which he possessed. All
efforts to force the Plhiladelphia off the reef were un-
successful, although everything was done to accom-
plish this; and after being subjected for five hours
to the fire of numerous gunboats, a council of officers
was called, and it was decided to surrender the ship
as the only means of preserving the lives of her peo-
ple. After this followed the long confinement, dur-
ing which Bainbridge saw from his prison-cell the at-
tempts of the American fleet under Preble to rescue
him, and the destruction of the Pkiladelp/ia at last.

Shortly before the peace was made he was allowed
to visit Preble’s fleet, under pledge of his word of
honor to return, although the Bashaw exacted that
he should leave a hostage. He returned to his con-
finement, unable to effect conclusions satisfactory to
the Turk and to Commodore Preble; but in 1805
the Tripolitans gave in, the prisoners were exchanged
‘after their nineteen months of painful captivity, and
Bainbridge returned to the United States, where he
was greeted with the warmest sympathy and ex-
onerated for the loss of the Pliladelp/iza by a Court
of Inquiry. After making successful cruises in va-
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rious commands, Bainbridge, being in America at
the time war was considered imminent between this
country and England, hastened to Washington and
appeared before the Cabinet, and, with Commodore.
Stewart, successfully urged the rehabilitation of our
little navy, that, owing to the mistaken policy then
in force, had been allowed to fall into sad decay.
Delighted at the result, he returned to Boston, where
he took command of the navy-yard at Charlestown,
which position he held at the time of the declara-
tion of war against Great Britain in 1812,

But, to quote from the American Naval Biography,
by John Frost, “it is not to be supposed that one so
adventurous as Bainbridge could be satisfied to re-
main on shore comparatively inactive when danger
and glory were to be courted on the sea.” Applying
for the command of a frigate, the Constellation, 38,
was placed at his service; but his arrangements
were not completed when Captain Hull arrived in
Boston harbor in the Constitution, after his victory
over the Guerridrve. Owing to some private affairs
that demanded his immediate attention, Hull was
obliged to resign his command, and Bainbridge, at
his own request, was transferred to “Old Ironsides.”
The Essex and the Hornet also were placed under
his orders, the former under command of Captain
David Porter, and the latter under the brave Law-
rence. On October 26th, 1812, the Hornef and the
Constitution sailed out to sea, bound for the Cape
Verd Islands. The Zssex, then being in the Dela-
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ware, was ordered to join them there; but circum-
stances prevented her from carrying this out, al-
though Porter did his best to find his superior
officer and report.

Thus we find, in the latter part of December, 1812,
the old frigate Comstztution cruising in southern
waters off the coast of Brazil. - Her brave little con-
sort, the Hornet, she had left blockading the Bonne
Cttoyenne, a British sloop of war, in the harbor of
Bahia. Every day the Hornet dared the Englishman
to leave her anchorage and meet her, broadside to
broadside, in the open sea beyond the neutral limits
and the protection of Brazilian guns. Writes Captain
Lawrence of the Yankee sloop to Captain Green
of the Bonne Citoyenne: “1 pledge my honor that
neither the Constztution nor any other American
vessel shall interfere.”

And, as if to emphasize this announcement, the
Constitution spread her sails and sailed off to the
southward, Bainbridge’s last message to the watching
~ Lawrence being, “ May glory and success attend
you!” But Captain Green was prudent; the English
vessel kept to the harbor with her load of specie and
her superior armament, and Bainbridge it was who
won “the glory and success.” Surely the Constitu-
tion was launched on a lucky day. About sixty
hours after leaving the Island of San Salvador be-
hind her, the Constitution was again clearing decks
for action, and the men were cheering as they
jumpeéd to the guns. The following account is
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compiled from the Constztutiorn’s log and Commo-
dore Bainbridge’s diary:

It was the 29th of December; the vessel was in
13° S. latitude and 38" W. longitude, about ten
leagues distant from the coast of Brazil. It was 9
AM. when two strange sails were discovered on her
weather bow. At 10 the strange sails were discov-
ered to be ships. One of them stood in for the land;
the other stood offshore towards the Constitution.
At 10 Commodore Bainbridge tacked ship to the
northward and westward, and stood for the sail ap-
proaching him. At 11 AMm. he tacked to the south-
ward and eastward, hauling up the mainsail and
taking in the royals. At 11.30 made the private
signal for the day, which was not answered; then
the commodore set mainsail and royals, to entice the
strange sail off from the neutral ground, and separate
her from the sail in company, which, however, was
not necessary, as the other, with everything drawing.
was making up the coast.

At 12 the American ensign and pendant were
hoisted on board the Constztution. At fifteen min-
utes past 12 the strange sail hoisted an English
ensign, and displayed a signal at her mainmast.

At a quarter-past one, the ship in sight proving
to be an English frigate, and being sufficiently dis-
tant from land, Commodore Bainbridge ordered the
mainsails and royals to be taken in, tacked ship, and
stood for the enemy, who soon bore down with an
intention of raking the Constitution, which the
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latter avoided by wearing. At 2 .M. the British
ship was within half a mile of the Constitution, and
to windward. She now hauled down her colors, ex-
cept a union-jack at the mizzenmast-head. This in-
duced Commodore Bainbridge to order a gun to be
fired ahead of her, to make her show her colors,
This was succeeded by the whole of the Constitu-
tiow’s broadside. Immediately the enemy hoisted
colors, and at once returned the fire. A general
action now commenced with round and grape shot.
But the British frigate kept at a much greater dis-
tance than the commodore wished. He, however,
could not bring her to closer action without exposing
his vessel to be several times raked. Both vessels
for some time manceuvred to obtain a position that
would enable them to rake or avoid being raked,
and it was evident that the Englishman was cautious
and well manned. In the early part of the engage-
ment the wheel of the Constitution was shot away;
but so well was she handled from below that her
movements were hardly retarded. Commodore Bain-
bridge now determined to close with the British
vessel, notwithstanding in so doing he should expose
his ship to be several times raked. He ordered the
fore and main sails to be set, and luffed up close to
the enemy in such manner that his jib-boom got
foul of the Englishman’s mizzen-rigging. About
3 o'clock the head of the British vessel’s bowsprit
and jib-boom were shot away, and in the space of
an hour her foremast went by the board ; her main-
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topmast just above the cap, her gaff and spanker-
boom were shot away, and her mainmast went
nearly by the board.

About 4 o’clock, the fire of the British vessel being
completely silenced, and her colors in the main-rig-
ging being down, she was supposed to have struck.
The courses of the Constztutiorn were now hauled on
board, to shoot ahead, in order to repair her rigging,
" which was very much cut. The British vessel was
left in bad condition; but her flag was soon after
discovered to be still flying. The Constztution, how-
ever, hove to, to repair some of her damages. About
a quarter of an hour after, the mainmast of the Brit-
ish vessel went by the board. At a quarter of five or
thereabouts the Constitution wore, and stood for the
British vessel, and got close to her athwart her bows,
in a very effectual position for raking, when she
very prudently struck her flag. Had she suffered
the broadside to rake her, her additional loss would
have been extremely great, for she lay quite an un-
manageable wreck upon the water.

After the British frigate struck, the Constitution
wore, and reefed topsails. One of the only two re-
maining boats out of eight was then hoisted out,
and Lieutenant Parker of the Cons#itution was sent
to take possession of the frigate. She proved to be
His Britannic Majesty’s frigate Java, rating 38 but
carrying 49 guns. She was manned by upwards of
four hundred men, and was commanded by Captain
Lambert, a very distinguished naval officer. He was
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mortally wounded. The action continued, from the
time the firing commenced till the time it ceased,
one hour and fifty-five minutes.

The Java was on fire and leaking; nothing could
have saved her or the souls on board if the Constztu-
¢ion had been disabled.

The Constitution had gmen killed and 25 wounded.
The /Java had 60 killed and 101 certainly wounded;
but by a letter written on board the Constitution
by one of the officers of the /ava, and accidentally
found, it is evident her loss must have been much
greater. ‘The unknown writer states it to have
been 60 killed and 170 wounded.

The Javae had her own full complement of men,
and upwards of one hundred supernumeraries for
British ships in the East Indies. Her force in
number of men, at the commencement of the action,
was probably much greater than the officers of the
Constitution were enabled to ascertain. Her offi-
cers were extremely cautious in giving out the num-
ber of her crew, but by her quarter bill she had one
man more stationed at each gun than the Constitu-
tion. The Jfava was an important ship.  She had
been fitted out in the most complete manner to carry
Lieutenant-General Hislop and staff to Bombay, of
which place he had been appointed governor, and
several naval officers for different vessels in the
East Indies. She had despatches for St. Helena,
the Cape of Good Hope,and for every British es-
tablishment in the Indian and Chinese seas. She
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had in her hold copper for a 74 and for two brigs,

building at Bombay.
The great distance from the United States and

the disabled state of the /fava precluded any at-
tempt being made to bring her to a home port.
The commodore therefore determined to burn her;
she was set on fire, and the Constztutiorn sailed away.
Shortly after dark the British ship blew up. The
prisoners were all landed at San Salvador and pa-
roled, and, sad to tell, the commander of the jave,
Captain Lambert, died soon after he was put on
shore. The British officers paroled were: 1 lieu-
tenant-general, 1 major, and 1 captain of land ser-
vice; in the naval service, 1 post-captain, 1 master
and commander, 5 lieutenants, 3 lieutenants of ma-
rines, I surgeon, 2 assistant surgeons, 1 purser, 15
midshipmen, 1 gunner, 1 boatswain, 1 master, I car-
penter, and 2 captain’s clerks; likewise, 323 petty
officers, seamen, and marines —making altogether
361 men; besides 9 Portuguese seamen liberated,
and 8 passengers, private characters, who were per-
mitted to land without restraint.

Lieutenant Aylwin, of the Constitution, was se-
verely wounded during the action. When the
boarders were called to repel boarders, he mounted
the quarter-deck hammock cloths, and, in the act
of firing his pistol at the enemy, he received a ball
through his shoulder. Notwithstanding the se-
verity of his wound, he continued at his post until
the enemy struck. A few days afterwards, when an
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engagement was expected with a ship, which after-
wards proved to be the Hornet, he left his bed and
repaired to quarters, though laboring under a con-
siderable debility, and under the most excruciating
pain. He died on the 28th of January, atsea. The
following is the official account that Commodore
Bainbridge made to the Secretary of the Navy. It
1s as concise and dramatic as all the reports of our
naval heroes were in those days, and as he wrote
Bainbridge was suffering from serious wounds and
in danger of his life:

“1 have the honor to inform you that on the 29th of December,
at 2 P.M., in south latitude 13° 6, west longitude 38° andiabout ten
‘leagues distant from the coast of Brazil, I fell in with, and captured,
His Britannic Majesty’s frigate /ave, of 49 guns, and upwards of
four hundred men, commanded by Captain Lambert, a very distin-
guished officer. The action lasted one hour and fifty-five minutes,
in which time the enemy was completely dismantled, not having
a spar of any kind standing.

“The loss on board the Constziutzon was g killed and 25 wounded.
The enemy had 6o killed and 101 wounded (among the latter, Cap-
tain Lambert, mortally), but, by the enclosed letter, written on board
this ship by one of the officers of the Jawva, and accidentally found,
it is evident that the enemy’s wounded must have been much
greater than as above stated, and who must have died of their
wounds previous to their being removed. (The letter stated 6o
killed and 170 wounded.) . . .

“Should I attempt to do justice, by representation, to the brave
and good conduct of my officers and crew, I should fail in the at-
tempt; therefore, suffice it to say that the whole of their conduct
was such as to meet my highest encomiums. I beg leave to recom-
mend the officers, particularly, to the notice of the government, as,
also, the unfortunate seamen who were wounded, and the families
of those brave men who fell in action.

“ The great distance from our own coast, and the perfect wreck
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we made of the enemy’s frigate, forbade every idea of attempting
to take her to the United States. I had, therefore, no alternative
but burning her, which I did on the 3ist, after receiving all the
prisoners and their baggage, which was very hard work, only hav-
ing two boats left out of eight, and not one left on board the Java.

“ On blowing up the frigate /ava I proceeded to St. Salvador,
where I landed all the prisoners on their parole, to return to Eng-
land, and there remain until regularly exchanged, and not to serve
in their professional capacities in any place or in any manner what-
soever against the United States of America until their exchange
shall be effected.”

Upon the return of Commodore Bainbridge to
the United States he was everywhere received with
the greatest joy. Congress voted $50,000 to him
and his crew, and ordered a gold medal to be struck
for him and silver ones for each of his officers.
New York presented him with the freedom of the
city, and many banquets were given in his honor.

A pathetic and dramatic incident occurred when:
the wounded Captain Lambert was being moved off
the ship at San Salvador. He lay on the deck suf-
fering intense pain, when Bainbridge, supported by
two officers, approached. Bending down with great
difficulty, he placed Captain Lambert’s side-arms on
the cot on which the latter lay, saying that the
sword of so brave a man should never be taken from
him; then the two wounded commanders grasped
hands in mutual respect and admiration. The cor-
respondence between Lieutenant-General Hislop
and Commodore Bainbridge, after Lambert’s death,
shows plainly the lofty spirit that existed then be-
tween great-minded enemies.
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THE ¢ COMET ”— PRIVATEER
[January 14th, 1813]






URING the war of 1812 the American pri-
vateers sent home to United States ports
so many hundreds of British vessels that

-the printed list makes quite a showing by itself.

The names of the prizes taken, their tonnage and

value, were published in Nzles's Weekly Register, of

Baltimore, and each week during the progress of the

war the number grew, until it seemed that the stock

of Lawughing Lassies, Bouncing DBesses, Arabellas,

Lords something-or-other, Ladies this or Countesses

of that, must surely be exhausted. In they came to

Baltimore, to New York, or Boston by the scores—

brigs and barks, schooners and ships, sloops and

transports. Some were next to worthless, some
were valuable, and some were veritable floating
mines of wealth; some were heavily armed and had
been captured after fierce fighting; others had been
picked up like ripe fruitand sent home under prize-
masters. [Each one, however, was stamped with
the seal of her captor, who might be cruising any-
where from the China Sea to the English Channel.

Eager for racing, chasing, or fighting, the American

privateers were watching the highways of British

commerce. What did they care for armed consorts
or guard-ships? They could show a clean pair of
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heels to the fastest cruisers that carried the red
cross of St. George, or turn to and fight out of all
proportion to their appearance or size—and this lat-
ter was proved true in many well-recorded instances.
They were the kestrels and the game-cocks of the
sea. The names of some of them were familiar to
every school-boy eighty-odd years ago— Revenge,
Atlas, Young Eagle, Montgomery, Teaszer, Decatur,
General Armstrong, Comet. Here were some tight
little craft that caused their powder-monkeys fairly
to smell of prize-money on their return from each
successful cruise,

All of these vessels were oversparred, overarmed,
and overmanned. It was the privateersman’s busi-
ness to take risks, and many paid the penalty for
rashness; but their fearlessness and  impudence
were often most astounding, and their self-reliance
actually superb.

Up to the end of the first year of the war Mary-
land alone had sent out more than forty armed ves-
sels, and, as a writer in the Weekly Register naively
remarks, “ not one up to date has been even in dazn-
ger of being captured, though frequently chased by
British vessels of war.”

But to come to the affair of the Comer, privateer,
of Baltimore. Her name had become familiar all
along the Atlantic coast, her “winnings” were anch-
ored in almost every harbor, and she could have
the pick of the seamen lucky enough to be ashore
at any place where she put in. Her ’tween-decks
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were crowded with extra crews and prize-masters to
man her captures when she sailed out again.

The Comet was commanded by Captain Boyle,
an intrepid sailor,and a man liked and trusted by
his crew of 120 well-trained tars. She was as
handy as a whip, and sailed like a cup - defender.
She carried 6 guns in a broadside, a swivel, and a
gun amidships.

It was on the gth of January, 1813, that Captain
Boyle spoke a Portuguese coasting-vessel which
had just left the harbor of Pernambuco, Brazil, and
learned that in the harbor were three English
vessels loaded and ready to sail for Europe—one
large armed ship and two armed brigs.

Upon hearing this welcome news Captain Boyle
shortened sail, and tacked back and forth for five
days, waiting and watching. On the 14th of the
month his sharp lookout was rewarded by the sight
of not three but four sail coming offshore before
the wind. The Comet sheered away to the south-
ward, and lay by, to give the strangers an oppor-
tunity of passing her. When they had done so,
she put after them. It was quite late in the after-
noon, a tremendous sea was running, and a freshen-
ing breeze lifted the Comset up the sides of the huge
waves and raced her down into the hollows. She
overhauled the other vessels as if they had been
anchored. They kept close together, rising and
then sinking hulls out of sight in the great seas.
They evidently had no fear of the little vessel bear-
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ing down upon them, for they made no effort to
spread their lighter sails. The Comes was under a
press of canvas, and the water was roaring and tum-
bling every now and then over her forward rails.

At six o’clock, or thereabouts, the reason for the
leisurely movements of the chase was discovered—
one of the vessels was seen to be a large man-of-war
brig. She was hanging back, evidently awaiting
th