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Dr. Gilchrist and Dr. Lord were given jointly the conduct of
the Department of Skin Diseases which at that time was or-
ganized as a sub-department of Surgery. Gilchrist soon became
one of the best known dermatologists in the country and was
still actively engaged in teaching at the time of his death,
November 14, 1927.

Although abrupt in manner and inclined to be sarcastic, he
was nevertheless an able teacher and most of the students who
elected the course in Dermatology sought to take it on the
afternoons when he was in charge.

As the Hospital’s third year drew to a close the institution
lost one member of its family to whom it was perhaps more
indebted than any other. person, namely, Francis T. King, the
first President of the Board of Trustees. Mr. King’s health had
begun to fail several years before, and he had on more than one
occasion offered his resignation, but the Board refused to accept
it every time it was offered although arrangements were made
to relieve him of some of the details of his office in order to
lighten the burden that weighed so heavily upon him, for Mr.
King took his duties as Trustee most seriously. In fact, it is
impossible to read the official record without coming to have
the utmost regard for this high-minded man. To an unusual
degree he combined the qualities of wisdom, industry, unself-
ishness and devotion to duty, and the Hospital was indeed
fortunate that he should have been selected by the Founder to
be its first President.

He was particularly interested in the Training School for
Nurses, according to all accounts, and doubtless would have
been delighted to see the School of Medicine in operation, for
he made a determined effort on at least one occasion to obtain
funds from his friend and fellow citizen, Mr. Enoch Pratt, to
establish the School. According to a paper in the archives of
the University Mr. King had learned that Mr. Pratt had
formed the intention of founding a Homeopathic Medical
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School in Baltimore but had abandoned the enterprise on
encountering apparently irreconcilable differences of opinion
among the members of the homeopathic medical profession in
the city. Thinking that he might interest Mr. Pratt in estab-
lishing a medical school in connection with the University,
Mr. King called upon Mr. Pratt in the summer of 1891 to
acquaint him with the opportunities which were presented by
the University and the Hospital for the creation of such a school
and followed up his visit with a letter *® in which he mentioned
the possibility of Mr. Pratt’s name being attached to the School
but nothing ever came of his effort, possibly because Mr. Pratt’s
chief interest was in the library which he had already founded,
or in the Sheppard Hospital to which he left a large share of
his estate. In any event it seems particularly unfortunate that
Mr. King could not live to see the fulfillment of the wish of
his friend, Mr. Hopkins, in the establishment of the School of
Medicine, but such was not to be.

Only a few months before Mr. King's death the Hospital
lost another of its original trustees by death, Judge George W.
Dobbin. Judge Dobbin was a very active trustee and since he
was President of the Board of Trustees of the University from
1881 to 1891 he was in a position to be very helpful in making
the relations between the two institutions harmonious. Judge
Dobbin’s place on the Hospital Board was filled by the election
of Mr. James L. McLane, a man prominent in the political,
business and social life of the city and interested in the develop-
ment of electric street railways in Baltimore. At the time of
his selection to the Board Mr. McLane was President of the
North Baltimore Passenger Railway Company. Mr. William
T. Dixon, who was already a member of the Board, was elected
to succeed Mr. King as President, and the vacancy on the Board
caused by the death of Mr. King was filled by the election of

28 J etter from Francis T. King to Enoch Pratt, dated July 15, 1891. Archives
of the Johns Hopkins University.
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